
You wouldn’t believe that we have only had a five week 
term with the varied and exciting activities that have 
happened across the school. I hope you will enjoy 
reading about it. All of this on top of learning and 
achieving to such a high standard. Particular highlights 
for me have been World Book Day and National Sing Up 
Day. I am always impressed with the enthusiasm for 
dressing up at Fosse Way from the children and the 
staff. Fosse Way and the Mendip School worked well 
together performing with the rapper ‘Inja’ as well as with 
the Partnership Trust Schools for a poetry festival. Well 
done to all Y10’s who did activities out of their comfort 
zone on the residential at Charterhouse. I hope you all 
have a restful Easter  holiday. 

Emily Massey -Executive Principal 

Mairi Lanyon -Head of School 
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2HE have been very lucky to 
have been involved in New 
Age Kurling club with oput 
own Sports Leaders. They 
have done an amazing job 
and the class have loved 
working with them, it has fast 
become one of our favourite 
times of the week. On 
Wednesday 7

th
 March we 

baked scones for our Mums 
for Mother’s day. On Friday 
9

th
 of March some of our 

Mums came into school for 
an afternoon tea party, and  
we all had a lovely time. 



A group of 14 students enjoyed three days away at 
the Charterhouse Centre on the Mendips. They met 
the challenges of gorge river walking, caving, 
archery, den building and the night walk. It was 
fantastic to see the effort they put in and their 
achievements. For many students these challenges 
were on top of those linked to being away from home 
and school and being out of their usual routine. We 
saw different varieties of bats, learned about some 
of the history of the Mendips and coped with the 
large amounts of snow still piled up around us. 

I would like to say a huge thank you to the staff who 
supported the trip…James Phillips, Catherine 
Roberts, Lee Morris and Joe Reese. 

Below is an article written by the pupils  who 
atttended 

By Ellis Johnson, Lawrence Griffin-Felton, James 
Bloomfield, from 4CR. 

On Wednesday 7
th
 March 2018, Year 10 visited Charterhouse. 

This is an old school building turned into an activity centre and 
accommodation. We stayed for three days and two nights.  

In the afternoon of the first day, we took part in a shelter building 
activity in the woods, and in the evening we went on a night walk. 
We walked for an hour in the dark, through the cold, and over 
hills, visiting rock formations, tunnels, and caves. 

The next morning, we were split into two groups. Our group went 
gorge walking first. “It was horrifying, but I am glad we did it,” said 
Ellis. “We got soaking wet climbing up the stream, exhausted 
building a dam….” 

“And we got freezing cold hands,” Lawrence said. “But it was fun. We got to climb a 
waterfall at the end.” 

Once we had emptied our wellies, had showers, and eaten lunch, we went caving. 

“I was really looking forward to seeing bats in the wild and we saw about fifteen of them; 
one species was really rare,” explained James. 

“We also took a photo in the cave when it was pitch black. And when we turned all the 
lamps off, Catherine got scared. I thought I might be scared in the cave, because I’m a 
little bit claustrophobic, but I wasn’t at all,” Ellis said. “The only problem with the caving 
was another visitor must have stolen the rope that helped us out of the cave, so we had 
to scramble up a vertical rock-face to exit.” 

“And I really enjoyed watching all the students climb out of the cave in Super Mario 
suits,” said Lawrence. 

“Everyone did look like Mario!” James said. “My favourite part was shooting the arrows 
in archery the next day.” 

After three exhausting days, we returned to school with lots of photos and memories of 
our adventure. 



 

 

 This year nineteen pupils who take part in the KS4 Art Option groups had a piece of their 
art work put forward for possible inclusion in the Black Swan Arts Young Open 
Exhibition. 

We were recently informed that all nineteen pupils had their 
work selected by a professional team for the exhibition! The 
work chosen for the exhibition is a mix of red clay wall 
plaques and large acrylic portrait paintings and the pupils 
should be very proud of their work and of their achievement 
at getting the work selected. This is a really fantastic 
opportunity for the pupils who will now have their work 
displayed in the prestigious Black Swan Arts Gallery in 
Frome alongside the art work of many other young people. 

The exhibition opened on Saturday 17
th
 March and will 

continue to be on display at the gallery over the Easter 
holiday until Saturday 7

th
 April. 

It would be wonderful if people could support our pupils by 
visiting the exhibition in Frome. 

If you can, please go along to the gallery to 
look at the work in the galleries, browse the 
studios and perhaps enjoy a snack from the 
café! 

The full address of the gallery is:  

Black Swan Arts 

2 Bridge Street 

Frome 

Somerset  

BA11 1BB 

The exhibition is open for viewing from 
Mondays to Saturdays  

 

 

Class 5BS have been working hard on their Easter enterprise 
project. The students have been focussing on creating items 
from recycled/reused materials with as little cost as possible, in 
order to create the most potential for making a profit. First, the 
group sourced lots of egg boxes and glass jars from staff, 
students and businesses of Midsomer Norton (thanks all!). 
Then, after buying a few ‘crafty bits’ from Rose Crafts they 
began to make their Easter-themed creations. The students 
have been busy planning how they are going to run their Easter 
sale, which is going to take place in Longfellow’s cafe during the 
last week of this term. Everyone is looking forward to seeing 
how much profit can be made after all of that hard work! 



 

 

This term has been full of 
adventure for 4CR. The main 
highlight was our Year 10 
residential trip to Charterhouse, 
where the boys displayed 
tremendous courage, 
adaptability and teamwork 
tackling the various challenges. 
We also had a great parkour 
lesson at Freedog in Bristol, practising our Spiderman 
skills in anticipation of Toby leading our PE lessons in 
term 5. Even though Catherine and Joe were a bit 
scared, they were inspired by the bravery the boys had 
shown on residential to give everything a go. We have 
been working hard in class too. In English, the students 
have impressed Sarah with their persuasive writing, 
pitching their own ‘Dragon’s Den’ inventions. In Maths, the GCSE group have been 
working on deepening their knowledge of algebra while the Entry Level pupils have 
improved their confidence and independence skills with money. Developing 
independence and preparing for adulthood remain key priorities, and students are now 
beginning work experience placements within and outside of school as well as coaching 
younger pupils and learning to travel independently.  

 

 
This term a collection of primary pupils attended the 
Mid-Somerset Festival Inclusive Event at Three 
Ways School. The theme was ‘Winter Olympics’ and 
we took part in singing workshops and dancing 
workshops, all based around winter sports! We were 
also lucky to meet the fantastic Amy Williams (MBE), 
who is a former Skeleton Racer and Olympic Gold 
Medallist! Amy talked to us all about her Olympic 
journey and passed her gold medal around for us to 
hold, with 
some of us 
even wearing 
her helmet! 
What a 
fantastic 
experience!  

A few staff and 
pupils couldn’t 
resist having a 
‘selfie’ with 
Amy! 



Review from Milo McDonnell 
4GW 

Yesterday, I had a session with 
Inja. 

In the session, Inja was doing 
some quick rapping about tea, his 
favourite food, being a father, the 
dreaded school run and even 
awful Brexit! 

Then he went out of the room… 
we came up with words and when 
he came back, he had to make a 
freestyle rap with those words in. 
My words were Man City & Bubble Wrap! 

Hopefully next time he will be nicer to Man City because I was shocked and a bit angry 
when he declared he was not a supporter! 

Other than that, he was good. I feel like he knows what he is doing, I think that he is 
experienced and I wonder would he get in the UK Top 100 if he releases a song? (Better 
than Justin Bieber anyway!)   

I think that if other schools want to hire him to do a performance, they should!  

He is welcome to come back next year! The students loved him and his wordplay and he 
seems like a good role model to the students and the naughty teachers!  

 

 

 

This term 2NM have 
been enjoying forest 
school. We have been 
looking for signs of spring 
in the woodland, learning 
skills like whittling sticks 
and helping to make a 
campfire! We had a great 
time on world book day 
and sing-up day and 
loved all the exciting 
activities! One of our 
favourites was playing all 
the instruments in the 
library on sing-up day. 



 

 

A very busy but short 
term for the students 
of FWH. We have 
been really busy with 
lots of different 
activities. In between 
snow days we have 
continued with our 
trampoline lessons with 
Petra, made our own 
pizzas and chose the 
toppings ourselves, 
have started to make 
bird boxes as a project, 
have been out and 
about in local cafes and 
restaurants and have 
even found time to 
create some Easter 
crafts that we hope to sell.  

We have also had some great trips to places of interest and have had some lovely 
fresh walks in the countryside.  

We are hoping for some warmer weather next term so we can get out and about even 
more.  

We hope you all have a great Easter break.  

Every Friday afternoon about 15 students 

accompanied by regular staff members Paul 

Ford and Carol Jones can be found enjoying 

walking the many cycle tracks, footpaths and 

quiet roads in the Radstock/Midsomer Norton 

area.  

On Friday 23
rd

 February we walked from Fosse 

Way school to Midsomer Norton station where we were given a 

guided tour of the old railway station.  

Students were able to look around the steam trains as well as the 

signal booth. It was interesting to find out some of the history of this 

local station.  The students asked lots of questions and enjoyed 

having their photo taken with the train conductor. It has been 

encouraging to see our students representing the school in such a 

positive manner when they visit our local area. 



 
 

Project Search second placements are now complete 
and all students have had a successful experience. 
Adam has been working with the fire safety team 
learning how to check smoke alarms and update 
departmental fire evacuation plans. He has been asked 
to complete six days paid work in the Maintenance 
department in the Easter holidays. Elouise has been 
using the 3D scanner in Oral Surgery to capture and 
save teeth moulds for braces. Jess has been working in 
the Pharmacy loading the medicine robot and learning 
how to dispose of spent medication properly. Sapphire 
has been developing her skills as a receptionist, 
booking in and discharging patients in the Pre-Op 
Assessment ward. Brad has been working in the patient 
kitchens developing new method statements for 
different recipes and typing them up for the chefs. 
Ethan has been working in administration in the 
Surgical Short Stay Unit and has taken full responsibility 
for the patient files. Ben has been using his barista 
skills in the Atrium Café at the main entrance to the 
hospital. He has successfully gained employment on the 
BANK staff for the catering 
team and he will be graduating 
from Project Search soon. 

Well done to everyone and 
let’s keep working towards our 
goal to have us all in 
employment by the end of the 
year! 

This term 5CJ 

students 

accompanied by 

regular staff 

members Paul 

Ford and Jane 

Dennis have 

been visiting Mystyle Gym at Chilcompton every Friday morning for a circuits class. The 

students have trained with weights, boxing equipment, punch bags, giant tyres and a 

bench press. All the students have really grown in confidence and have entered into all 

the different activities with enormous enthusiasm. It has been fantastic to see students 

pushing themselves and enjoying the effort. Our trainer commented what a positive 

group our students were and what a pleasure they had been to work with. Great effort 

5CJ!  



 

We had a great day celebrating National Sing 
Up Day! As you know, the theme was ‘Rock ‘n’ 
Roll’ and we really did get the school rocking 
all day! 

 
In the morning everyone was invited to attend 
a range of singing workshops with Tim Parker, 
where they learned some rock ‘n’ roll classics 
like Bon Jovi’s ‘Living On A Prayer’ and 
practised their air guitar! You could hear the 
singing all around the school! It was great to 
see so much enthusiasm! Some groups also 
attended a Ukulele Workshop led by Jody 
Prewett. This was a great opportunity to get a 
feel for our lunchtime Ukulele Club and lots of 
pupils came away proud that they had learned 
to play ‘a tiny guitar’! The orchestra were 
getting ready in the morning for their first live 
performance so there was a great atmosphere 
in the hall as they practised together!  
Various musical activities were taking place all 
around the school, from ‘Guess the lyrics’ 
challenges to ‘Be the change’ activities… It 
was brilliant to see pupils walking around the 
school with their lyric sheets, reading and 
singing the lyrics to some well known rock ‘n’ 
roll songs! 

 
We also had ‘Singing 
Star Challenges’ to 
complete and I am 
proud to say the 
winning tutor group 
was… 2LD! They 
earned an amazing 93 
singing stars, which 
has to be a new record! 
They earned a special 
commendation for 
recording a secret 
video of Mairi singing. Great teamwork!  



 

Another highlight was our Rock ‘n’ Roll photobooth, 
where there was the chance for pupils to strike a rock 
pose with their favourite instrument/inflatable prop! 
Thanks to Ali Wyatt for helping to transform the library 
for the day and taking the photos! In the afternoon we 
held our first Marvellous Live Music Showcase, 
featuring the Orchestra, Ukulele Club, Tiny Trebles 
Choir, Showstoppers Choir, Instrumental pupils and 
Jane’s music groups. This was a very popular 
showcase which attracted so many pupils and families 
that there was standing room only at the back of the 
hall! What a great turn out - Thank you to all who 
attended and I hope you enjoyed it as much as I did! 
All pupils involved in the performance should be very 
proud of themselves and were an inspiration to many, 
so well done everyone! The orchestra also gave their 
first ever public performance, where they remembered 
their parts and played with rhythm so ‘stay tuned’ for 
their next performance! Finally, I would like to say 
thank you to the BANES Music Hub for their continued 
support – To Tim for bringing so much excitement 
about singing, Jody for encouraging our young 
instrumentalists and leading our great Ukulele Club 
and Tara for giving our new orchestra the confidence 
to perform together.  

We truly are a Golden Singing School! 



 
 By Toby Grady 5EJ 
 

Base House is a house where people stay over for a night -
which one, anyone they fancy. Swallow pick you up from 
school if it is a week night. 
I went to Base House to learn independent living skills like for 
example......making your own bed, cooking your own dinner, 
washing up and drying up, make your own breakfast, get 
dressed, strip your own bed etc. 
I stayed overnight for 3 Monday’s - the 5th, 12th and 19th 
March. I stayed with Becky and Matthew who used to come to 
Fosse Way School.  
On each day we took it in turns to choose our food request. 
Then we went shopping for it up to Tesco’s in Midsomer Norton. Then we went back to 
Base House to cook our own tea and make our own beds. We chose an evening 
activity to do together. In the morning Base House Staff took me to school. 

 

 

 
You will already have seen a student 
review of Inja’s workshops. Inja spent 2 
days split between here at Fosse way 
and at The Mendip School. This was 
generously funded by the Wells 
Literature Festival Education Team. 
The showcase was an opportunity for 
the students to share the words and 
ideas they had created from Inja’s 
workshops, and to come together for a 
large event in Mendip’s brilliant hall.  
There were over 100 people in the 
audience which made it even more 
impressive when students stood up to 
explain or read their work. Contributors 
included: John Restall 5CJ, Charlie 
Farrington and Anthony Nightingale of 
5AG, Chloe Hardy of 4GW, 3SK and 
3NB who videoed themselves, and 
Conor Soffe, 4CR, who rapped his own 
original composition for well over 3 
minutes. Amazing! 
Below is a poem which 4GW composed 
as a class after hearing Inja’s  poem 
‘Letter to my Younger Self’. Inja had 
learning difficulties himself at school, 
had a stutter and really low confidence 
in English, but is now a world renowned 
poet and MC with a major record deal 
on Hospital Records. 

Fighting back at the NO – poetry by 4GW 
 

No. Said the voice in my head 
“You’ll never be good at anything” 

“You can do anything” I said 
 

No. Said the voice in my head 
“No one likes you” 
“I like me!” I said 

 
No. Said the voice in my head 

“Don’t bother” 
“Just do it… you can” I said 

 
No. Said the voice in my head 

“What have you done?” 
“Never mind, I’ll just fight for it next time” I said 

 
No. Said the voice in my head 
“You’ll never do anything right” 

“I’ll prove you wrong” I said 
 

No. Said the voice in my head 
“Give up… what’s the point?” 

“Try your best” I said 
 

No. Said the voice in my head 
“No one understands you” 

“I WILL KEEP TALKING, THIS IS MY VOICE” 
proudly, I said 

 
No. Said the voice in my head 

“You’ll never fit in” 
“I am me and these are my words” I said 



 

Snow, snow, go away, please don’t cancel World 
Book Day… well, we may have celebrated a week 
late, but we certainly made the most of that extra 
week to perfect our costumes and organise brilliant 
activities. 

 

The day started with a video message from the 
evil Snow Queen herself. Apparently she got a bit 
carried away with the snowfall the week before. 
Luckily we were protected from her spells by Harry 
Potter, Batman and Willy Wonka in the 
playground…to name but a few. 

 

Some classes decided to dress up together as part 
of a theme, like 2LD who all came as Aliens who 
LOVE underpants!  

The day was packed full of workshops and 
activities: storytelling sessions (under our Indian 
temple in the library) from the amazing Open 
Storytellers and Stu Packer, as well as workshops 
and talks from illustrator Emily 
Fox (who donated some 
fabulous books to the library).  

 

KS3 students worked with 
Emily to create their very own 
illustrated stories in just a few 
hours! It showed us that there 
are many talented authors and 
illustrators here at Fosse Way. 

Post 16 students also shared 
their skills with primary classes 
by reading books to them 
throughout the day.  

Many students were trooping 
round the school on a Where’s 
Wally hunt or searching for 
pictures of traditional tales from 
around the world. Meanwhile in the photo booth, characters were 
posing with the help of their very own theme music… 

 

Wonderful words, images and stories were shared and the staff 
and students all pulled together with enthusiasm to make this a day 
full of wonderful experiences and memories.  

 



On the official Sing Up Day, we had a visit from 
the Westfield Ladies Choir, who performed a 
collection of well known songs for us all! This 
included the Lion King’s ‘Can you feel the love 
tonight’ and Bruno Mars ‘Count on me’! It was 
great to share this experience with all key 
stages together and we hope the Ladies Choir 
come back to visit us again soon – we love 
hearing them sing in school! One of our pupils 
said ‘Ladies, you made my heart sing’, which they did! Thank you Lesley and the 
Westfield Ladies Choir! 

 
 

This term 5PF have been 
busy both within school and 
out in the community. We 
have been preparing for 
Easter with some Easter Art 
and cards. The students have 
also been creating some 
lovely paper mache designs. 
It has been fantastic to see Danny, Kieran and Elliot involved with the school orchestra. 
Students have also been attending the Tuesday morning aqua aerobics session at 
Midsomer Norton Sports Centre which has been great fun. 5PF Students made a 
transition visit to City of Bristol College to see their provision for older students. Finally 
the class have enjoyed trips out to Mendip School, Book Barn, Bitton Railway and a 
walk by the cycle track at Kilmersdon. 

 

CLOSED OVER EASTER 
SEE YOU AGAIN ON MONDAY APRIL 9th  


