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We can’t believe we have come to the end of term 2 already!  They say 
time flies when you are having fun – and it must be true! 

We have so many exciting things to be proud of this term at Fosse Way 
School.  Our Project Search course, run in partnership with RUH and 
Virgin Health care, won a prestigious award in recognition of the 
extraordinary success of the project.  You can read more about the 
award inside the newsletter. 

Our Christmas Card competition was a tiebreak this year between Lee 
Saunderson and Kiara Workman who both had sets of their cards 
printed professionally to take home. 

We held our very first Fosse Way Santa Dash last week; Rachel Bown 
and our Sports Leaders from KS4 and Post 16 worked to plan and run 
the event which was a huge success.   It was very funny to see so 
many Santa’s of all ages running around the field.  What a great way to 
celebrate another term of Daily Mile running! 

It has been lovely to see so 
many of you supporting 
Christmas events at school 
and in the community over the 
last couple of weeks.  Thank 
you for coming and seeing us. 

We are saying goodbye to a 
few members of staff this 
week and would like to thank 
them for their contribution to 
the school, we wish Roy all 
the best at Frome college, 
Sarah good luck with her 
maternity leave and Yolanda a 
fabulous time travelling the 
world.  Don’t forget to keep in 
touch with us! 

We wish you a very happy 
Christmas and a peaceful new 
year! 

Mairi and Emily  
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INSET DAYS FOR  
TERM 3 

2018– 2019 

 

15th February 2019 

FOSSE WAY SCHOOL 
Fosse Way School 
Longfellow Road 
Radstock, Bath 
 

Monday 7th January 
2019 - School Term 
begins 

 

Tuesday 12th February 
2019 - 3.30 - 5.30pm 

Post 16 Open Evening 

 

14th February 2019 -
Last day of School 

 

15th February 2019 - 
INSET Day 

Our Santa Dash  - well 
supported by staff and 

pupils! 



 

In Term 2 3NB experienced their first school trip of the year! They visited We The Curious 
(formerly known as @Bristol) and spent a lot of time exploring the various interactive science 
exhibits. Most of the group were quite intrigued with the sand activity (as shown in the picture). 
Everyone had a great time and we look forward to our next trip!  

This year we have been 
learning about the history 
of our local area which 
has given us lots of 
opportunities for some 
trips and visits. We went 
to Radstock museum to 
learn about how people 
used to live, work and 
shop. We decided we’d 
much rather be at be at 
our school than down a mine! We have also learned a lot about 
soldiers from the local area who fought in the two world wars. We 
visited Midsomer Norton war memorial and researched some of 
the names on there to create a remembrance display. Later we had a visit from local historian 
David Carter, who told us stories of WWII soldiers.  

 

This term pupils from 2LD have been learning 
about the Prehistoric Times. We have really 
enjoyed carrying out research, producing a 
class fact book and writing our own Stone Age 
diary entries. The highlight of the term was a 
visit to Stone Henge, which included a tour of 
the museum, Neolithic village and of course 
the stones! We have concluded our term 
studying the Iron Age and making our own 
Round houses. It has been a busy but very 
enjoyable term!  



 

This term the Performing Arts students created 
and performed two amazing shows for their 
friends and families. 

The first show was based on a true story, and 
took the audience back in time to an 80s disco. 
The show featured dance routines as part of a 
competition, where the mystery winner turned out 
to be someone’s dad! The uplifting music and 
choreography inspired the audience to ‘Get Into 
the Groove’ and dance together at the end. It was 
fantastic! 

The second show was inspired by ‘The Greatest 
Showman’, and told the story of a group of local 
teenagers who joined a circus and made it into a 
success. The students showed their skills in 
dance, poi, stage-fighting, joke-telling, and 
singing. Their play: ‘The Greatest Show in 
Somerset’ was excellent! 

Thanks to everyone for all their 
hard work and support, and well 
done to all of the amazing cast 
and crew. 

We have had a very busy term in post-16. Earlier in 
the year we were successful in bidding for day on the 
charity stall on Bath Christmas Market. Each year 
the students in post 16 learn the skills of becoming 
an entrepreneur; for example, team work, problem 
solving, making a profit and becoming innovative 
thinkers. Since September the students have been 
coming up with ideas of things to make, creating the 
items and then getting them ready for sale. On 
Wednesday the 28

th
 November the students ran the 

stall on the market from 10am -7pm. They had an 
excellent day even though the weather was dreary! 
Throughout the day the students were able to serve 
members of the public which supports them to learn 
communication skills and money handling. The 
students were so good that on occasion the staff 
supporting were able to watch from a distance as the 
students ran the stall entirely by themselves. The 
sale of their items continues in Longfellow’s and the 
students have so 
far raised £1200.  



This year, the primary pupils all took part in a 
Christmas production, where we took the 
audience on an exciting adventure following 
in the footsteps of our very own Jolly 
Christmas Postman! Everyone learned to 
sing and sign some Christmas songs, 
including the classics ‘Last Christmas’ and 
‘Merry Christmas Everyone’, accompanied by 
our talented staff band!  

 

Our Jolly Christmas Postman first visited 
1JH, who were decorating their Christmas 
tree and dancing round it to the tune of 
‘Rocking Around the Christmas Tree’! It was 
great to see everyone being so excited about 
hanging their baubles and tinsel! He then 
visited 1LJ, who performed their own mini 
Nativity and led everyone in singing ‘Away 
In A Manger’ by singing the first verse all by 
themselves.  

On his journey the Jolly Christmas Postman 
saw a video of 2KG and 1ND, who had 
been dressing up in their Christmas outfits 
and having lots of fun together. Everyone 
looked very happy!  

Next, 2HE and 2AS had a ‘Best Snowman’ 
competition, where they each dressed up 
and decorated their snowmen, before 
throwing snow over the audience! Finally, 
2LD and 1NM delighted everyone with an 
impressive ‘Christmas Rap’. They all looked 
very cool in their sunglasses and hats! At the end, we taught the 
audience how to sign ‘We Wish You A Merry Christmas’ using 
Makaton signs. Well done everyone for 
getting involved! 

 

The story was narrated by pupils in 2LD, 
who each had their own part of the story to 
tell and also led some of the singing by 
themselves. This was a great 
responsibility, which they took on with 
confidence! I am 
proud of all of the 
primary pupils who 
took part in this 
performance and 
hope that all 
families enjoyed it! 



 
 

This term we enjoyed another visit from 
the Westfield Ladies Choir, who sang a 
selection of traditional Christmas carols 
and well known songs for us! They 
encouraged everyone to join in by using 
actions in their songs, with many staff also 
supporting using Makaton signing. I think 
our favourite was ‘The Twelve Days of 
Christmas’! It was very special to have the 
ladies choir performing for us 
again, so thank you to Lesley 
and the rest of the group and 
wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas from everyone 
here at Fosse Way.  

 

The Unlocking Potential 
Programme has only 80 
spaces available across the 
whole of the country. Fosse 
Way secured places for 
four Secondary students. 

The scheme links top 
athletes with students 
through the AQA exam 
board and the Dame Kelly 
Holmes Trust. 

The mentor athlete will be 
supporting the group as 
they work on a project over 
the next eight months. 

They'll visit school several 
times and hopefully inspire the students to achieve and fulfill their potential. 

This photo shows our four students with one of the athlete mentors, Hannah Beharry, and Nat 
Smith at the launch event. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/longfellowscafefws/  

 

 

Thank you to Georgina Hart and Jo Bayliss for their very kind 
donation to Post 16  

 

Thank you to Wessex Water for their donation of a laptop to 
support our A5 pupils at Norton Hill. 

 

Thank you to Mr Wells for his cheque donation to the school 

 

Many thanks Mrs Gow— thank you for your donation to the School 

 

Many thanks to Mrs Tanya Sherriff-Prest 
for fundraising a generous donation 
towards the international trip to France 
next year. 

 

Thank you to Mr & Mrs Gunn for their 
donation of a baby Grand Piano to 
replace the one in our school hall. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/longfellowscafefws/


The Royal United Hospital works in partnership with Fosse 
Way School and Virgin Care to deliver the Project Search 
supported internship programme. Since 2009 we have 
supported over 60 young people with learning disabilities 
into employment, many of whom are working here at the 
RUH. Nationally, roughly 6% of adults with learning 
disabilities are in employment. Project Search supports 
over 66% of graduates into employment and we are 
exceeding this figure here at the RUH. 

On Wednesday 23
rd

 November, the Royal United Hospital 
won the prestigious HSJ award for Widening Participation 
in recognition of the extraordinary success this partnership 
with Fosse Way School and Virgin Care has had in 
transforming the lives of young people and supporting 
them into a more stable and successful future. 
Congratulations to everyone involved with Project Search 
and the contributions they have made to winning this 
award and the national recognition it brings. 

Wishing you all a great Christmas and a successful New 
Year. 

From all of us at Project Search in the RUH! 

 

 

 
This term we once again took part 
in the Wells Cathedral Christmas 
Service for Special Schools, where 
the Showstoppers Choir and Tiny 
Trebles Choir performed a 
beautiful version of ‘Let It Snow’ in 
the style of ‘Let It Be’ by the 
Beatles! This led into an upbeat 
performance of ‘Merry Christmas 
Everyone’ with lots of singing, 
Makaton signing and dancing. We 
joined together with 7 other special 
schools, who each brought their 
own unique contributions including 
a Gamelan group, Christmas 
Conga, a range of choirs and 
singing groups and a 
contemporary dance performance! 
We finished the service with an 
enthusiastic singalong of ‘This Is Me’ from 
The Greatest Showman soundtrack, 
which all schools had learned specifically 
for this event. Well done and thank you to 
all staff and students involved for another 
fantastic Christmas Service! 



We have had a busy term including 
several trips and lots of Christmas 
preparations. At the beginning of the 
term we went to see Peter Rabbit as 
part of the Into Film festival at the Vue 
cinema and we have ended the term 
visiting the Egg Theatre in Bath to see 
the Snow Mouse. We also went 
bowling with 2KG and have been 
visiting local shops to buy snacks as 
part of this term’s community inclusion theme. The 
Christmas preparations have included card making, 
Christmas sensory activities and taking part in 
performances. Everyone has enjoyed taking part in 
different activities and 
visiting different places. 

4GW have been busy this term collecting 
canned food and non perishable food for a 
local homeless charity/ food bank. We  made 
some posters and put a collection box in the 
staff room . 
Fosse Way staff were very generous and we 
were able to take a large delivery to the 
collection point in Radstock.  
A perfect time of year for helping others, we 
felt like Santa!!  

 

 

The Fosse Way School tree is up at the Christmas 
Tree Festival. Well done to all students that made a 
decoration. It looks lovely and we had lots of 
compliments whilst putting it up. 

 
The festival is at Trinity Church the trees can be 
viewed 10-12 and 2-4 on 6th-8th Dec and there is a 
community carol service at 6pm on December 9th. 
Here are some photos of our tree, the theme was 
around the world and peace. 



 

3LS have had a lovely term 2. We have been 
on some wonderful trips including various  

café’s and Wells Cathedral. We have made 
some delicious foods in cooking, including  
cheesy garlic bread, toast, bacon sandwiches 
and pizza.  

We are very excited for a good term 3.  



A key feature of 5BS’s timetable is independence skills, and within 
this is the important area of ‘using public transport’. We focus on 
everything from developing the confidence to set foot on a bus 
(which can be nerve-wracking in itself) to interpreting timetables, 
planning complicated journeys and communicating effectively with 
bus drivers. The students, regardless of the level of their prior 
independence, have been working hard to advance their skills 
further; many individuals have achieved important milestones this 
term. One subgroup caught the bus to Bristol Temple Meads station, 
before catching a train to Bath and then another bus back to school - 
all without staff and all before lunchtime! Others carried out a 
complicated multi-bus route to Frome and back independently, 
incorporating some serious bus timetable reading/time management 
skills! We also have individuals who, now they have developed their 
own confidence, have become ‘travel trainers’ themselves - teaching 
other less independent students how to access public transport and 
become more confident. This has been a rewarding process for both 
parties, and the peer support system has been a great success. 

The Orchestra has gone from strength to strength this term, with our new musicians 
excitingly practicing for their first performance for their 
peers in the ‘Into The Stars’ concert!  

The Primary and Sensory Orchestra have been learning to 
play ‘Five Little Men In A Flying Saucer’ and ‘Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star’ and have continued to learn how to play 
together and associate notes with different colours. They 
have all been improvising and composing their own 
patterns, which they recorded themselves using colouring 
pencils. They have also been playing along to coloured 
patterns on the whiteboard using boomwhackers and 
handbells! We have been focusing on incorporating 
assistive music technology, so have 
been developing our use of the Clarion 
app and Soundbeam. There have been 
lots of personal achievements this 
term, so well done to everyone.  

The Secondary Orchestra have been 
learning to play ‘Venus’ from The 
Planets Suite, alongside other space 
tunes and their own composition 
called ‘Space Oddyssey’. They 
have been practicing together in 
small groups to explore their own 
musical styles and have introduced 
lots of their own ideas. They have 
also been playing the drum kit and 
have been learning to play the 
keyboards! What a talented group 
of musicians we have here at 
Fosse Way. We will be performing 
again to families soon, so I look forward to seeing you at future 
performances!  



This term students from 5PF have been working hard with their weekly recycling collection. 
Every Tuesday morning students collect paper, cardboard, plastics and glass bottles from 
different rooms around the school and Fosse Way House. We then drive into Midsomer Norton 
to take it to the recycling depot.  The students are always willing and hard-working on this 
important task.  Staff and students have also appreciated that we are looking after the 
environment.  Keep up the good work 5PF! 

 

To celebrate the achievements of our many music groups in school, we had an informal concert at 
the end of term. As this is the first performance for many of our young musicians, we gave them the 

opportunity to perform just for their friends, staff and governors, but will invite families in for a 
similar performance in the New Year! 

Here is our ‘all star’ line up: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I am so proud of our musicians in school and how much they have learned this term. 

Well done to all involved for a brilliant first performance!  

Primary and Sensory Orchestra 
Five Little Men in a Flying Saucer / Twinkle 

Twinkle Little Star 
Ukulele Club 

Sailor Song / Jingle Bells 
Audience Singalong 

This Is Me 
Secondary Orchestra 

Venus – ‘The Planets Suite’ 
Tiny Trebles Choir 

Christmas Hit 
KS4 Music Option 

Let It Snow 
Instrumental Lessons 

Video of Individual Performances 
Post 16 Music Group 
Viva La Vida / Human 
Showstoppers Choir 

Let It Snow / Merry Christmas Everyone 



The Fosse Way House students have had 
a great Christmas term and have been 
engaged in a whole host of activities that 
have brought a real festive spirit here. 

At the end of November, we all gathered 
around the Christmas tree in Westfield for 
the big light switch on, we sang carols and 
listened to the speeches before we flicked 
the switch for the big reveal.  

Some of the students went to Priddy to see 
the Gingerbread house which was 
amazing.  

We also all attended the Festival 
of Light at Longleat and although 
it was colder than we all 
expected we all enjoyed the 
lights.  

Meals out, trampoline club, two 
visits from Milo the Therapy Dog, 
Teenage Rampage Youth Club 
and making our own Christmas 
wreaths also made up a very 
busy term for everyone.  

We hope you all have a great 
Christmas and look forward to more 
fun in the 
new year.  

It would appear the Daily mile has had an 
impact on the staff as well! Two seasoned 
marathon runners have convinced  other staff 
(some of whom were complete novices’)  to 
smash their first ever 10k run. They ran 
through a rather soggy swamp like Weston 
Super Mare beach dressed in festive attire to 
complete the Weston 10Km Christmas 
Cracker!  No one succumbed to trench foot 
and they all made it back alive and  we are all 
very proud of them as the race was raising 
money for Weston Hospice Care! 



Christmas at Fosse Way is a time of festive 
fun and not only do we have the usual things 
like Christmas dinner (our 
wonderful kitchen cooked 
approximately Christmas 
240 dinners for pupils and 
staff on Wednesday!) but 
we also had a visit from 
Santa who set up a grotto 
in Reindeer Lodge. The 
children were delighted 
that Santa seemed to 
know 
exactly 
what sort 
of present 
they would 
like! All 
part of the 
Christmas 
magic! 


