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Introduction

At Fosse Way School we believe that our school’s curriculum is much 

broader than subjects on a timetable. The school curriculum comprises 

all learning and other experiences that the school plans for its pupils.

Pupils at the school have a range of needs that can change over time 

and in order to best support over 200 learners the curriculum is highly 

personalised, flexible and continuously reviewed and developed.  

This document aims to provide an overview of the curriculum and 

examples of how it is personalised for a range of learners at different 

stages of development. 

Curriculum Aims 

The aims of our curriculum are to provide a balanced and broad 

experience for pupils which promotes their spiritual, moral, cultural, 

mental and physical development.

We are committed to preparing our pupils for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of later life so that they may become 

actively involved in their community, contributing to society financially 

and living as independently as possible.

The pedagogy and principles behind the range learning programmes 

have a strong evidence base for raising attainment.  

The schools curriculum meets all statutory requirements.



Curriculum Framework

Our curriculum frame work was developed through collaborative work between 

other special schools and our own teachers, assistants, families and pupils.  We 

wanted to have a frame work that could show how each pupil at the school 

benefits from person centred planning (PCP).  We believe that this model enables 

Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) outcomes to be embedded in, and 

central to our every day work with each individual pupil at our school.  Whilst also 

ensuring pupils have a broad and balanced experience.

We felt that nearly all of the areas for learning, at all stages within our curriculum 

could be described using the following headings:

“Myself, Me and My Community, My Body, How my World Works, My Thinking, 

My Communication and My Creativity”  with technologies used across all areas.

Please see Appendix 1 for examples of individual programmes for pupils 

using the framework to map their personalised curriculum.  



Areas of learning

Each area of learning includes a range of activities, lessons, interventions 

and clubs within the school day and extended day for boarding pupils.

My Communication

This learning area focusses on the development of communication skills.  

Pupils are supported in all stages of their development in both academic 

and social communication.  Teachers work closely with our Speech and 

Language therapy team to set outcomes for pupils.

Communication can be spoken, signed, written, body language,  and 

through the use of technologies and picture exchange (PECS).

The following are some of the programmes that pupils may follow:

• PECS – all stages are taught in the school.

• Intensive Interaction – to develop interaction with another.

• Makaton signing – this is taught in many primary classes and continued in classes 

where it aids understanding for pupils.

• Communicate In Print – many classes use symbols to aid communication and 

understanding.

• Moon alphabet used for visually impaired pupils. 

• Social communication – to develop turn taking, friendships, making conversation, 

some pupils will have 1:1 sessions with ASDSS.

• Communication Café – many classes in the school hold a ‘café’ that enables pupils 

to learn social communication skills in a structured environment.

• Social Stories/scripts – used with individuals to teach appropriate responses to 

everyday or unusual events.

• Speaking and listening programmes of study from EYFS, National Curriculum, 

GCSE and Entry Level programmes, ASDAN and functional skills English.

• The teaching of writing through English curriculum and spelling and reading 

through the Sounds Write phonics programmes.

• Talk for Writing programme to learn how to create stories and raise attainment.



My Thinking

Pupils at all stages are taught the skills needed to be independent thinkers 

through a range of activities that include making choices, working 

independently,  co-operating within a pair or group, understanding of self 

and learning to concentrate and focus in a group setting.

The following are some of the programmes that pupils may follow:

• Attention and Engagement- this is a four stage programme to develop 

skills in attending to and engaging with a teacher and each other, 

through highly motivating sensory activities.

• TEACCH tasks – used to teach new concepts, then to complete an 

increasing number of activities independently without the need for 

prompting or support.

• Coaching – setting own learning targets and reviewing metacognition.

• Group or 1:1 interventions to better understand own autism diagnosis 

e.g. My Asperger Manual.

• Comprehension– at all levels and including inference of texts or pictures 

through the English curriculum, supported by the Talk4writing approach

• Problem solving in Mathematics curriculum – includes a wide range of 

practical and mental strategies, calculations policy and mastery 

curriculum.

• GCSE, Entry Level and Foundation Mathematics qualifications at Y11+

• Sign, Symbol, Word Mathematics dictionary

• Accelerated Reader Programme – rewards for completing 

comprehension ‘quizzes’ after reading books from class and library.

• Generation of ideas – through Design and Technology, Art and 

Performing Arts curriculums, and Creative Media option. 

• Opportunities to work and play together throughout the day.



My Creativity

Pupils are taught a range of techniques to develop skills and are given 

opportunities to enjoy the arts through creating music, song, dance, 

plays and also using a wide range of art and construction materials.  

Pupils have opportunities to perform at school and in the community.

The following are some of the programmes and enrichment 

opportunities for pupils:

• Art is taught formally through the school until Y9 and is a GCSE 

option at KS4.  

• Post 16 option units include a variety of creative courses.

• Music and singing is embedded in daily life and the school has its 

Sing Up gold award. Many classes sing hello and goodbye songs 

and may have transition songs for the start of new sessions.

• The school is part of the Open School Orchestra programme.  All 

pupils have the opportunity to play music in the orchestra.

• Performing Arts – option at KS4 to gain bronze and silver Arts 

Awards.

• Role play and drama through the English Curriculum.

• Design and Technology curriculum – includes GCSE option at KS4

• School choirs – upper and lower school choirs open to all pupils

• Individual instrument teaching includes drums, guitar and piano

• Ukulele Band – open to all

• Dance clubs – upper and lower school

• Links with University art students

• Work with community artists

• Assemblies – pupils regularly perform or share their creative work in 

assemblies. 

• World Book Day – visiting authors, storytellers, rappers and poets 

running interactive workshops. 



My Body

This area of learning focusses on taking care of yourself and keeping safe 

and healthy.  It includes keeping fit and learning to relax,  making healthy 

and safe choices about food and lifestyle.  

The following are some of the programmes and enrichment opportunities 

for pupils:

• Physical Education – is taught throughout the school and includes 

swimming, games, athletics, fitness and healthy leisure choices.

• Dough gym and motor skills programmes as advised by Occupational 

and Physio therapists.

• Toileting and personal care programmes advised by continence nurse 

and school nurse.

• Relationships and sex education taught through ‘SoSafe’ materials.

• Cooking and nutrition is taught through the whole school.  Pupils at KS4 

have the opportunity to complete BTEC level 1 and level 2 Home 

Cooking Skills awards.

• Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) is compulsory at all 

stages of the school.

• Sports clubs include – Netball, football, rugby, basket ball, fitness, yoga 

and multi sports.  The school teams take part in competition events.

• Relaxation lessons form part of the day for some classes and 

techniques to aid relaxation are taught.

• The school nurse runs groups and individual sessions for pupils 

covering a wide range of topics including puberty, self care, friendships 

and relationships work.

• School counsellors work 1:1 with pupils to support mental health.

• Interventions for anger management and managing anxiety are taught 

by staff with specialist training.

• Interventions for sexually harmful behaviour are led by specialist staff 

and learning disabilities nurses.

• E-safety is taught directly and focussed on during E-safety week. 



Me and My Community

This area of learning may refer to the school community as well as the 

local area where the school is situated and the home communities of our 

pupils.  Much learning takes place off the school site and classes make 

frequent use of the schools minibuses and public transport to learn in the 

community.    British values of democracy; the rule of law; individual 

liberty; mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and 

beliefs and for those without faith are embedded into learning about ‘me 

and my community’.

Learning in Post 16 is firmly embedded in the community with pupils 

having PE in local leisure centres to ensure transference of skills taught.

Most mathematics and English is taught functionally and though real 

experiences in and out of the school site.

Other opportunities to learn about me and my community include:
• Topic themes of ‘me’, ‘me and my family’ ‘my local area’ and ‘my school’ are 

explored through EYFS KS1, 2 and 3.

• Work experiences begin in Y9 and take on many forms from afternoon sessions 

in our Café Gallery, up to 3 day per week in Post 16 and full time internships at 

our Project SEARCH site in Bath.  

• Residential visits at Y8, Y10, Y12, Y13 and Y14.   

• Sleep over at school for KS2 pupils.

• Visits to a variety of places of worship.

• Topic themes of celebrations from around the world.

• International studies option at KS4.

• Voluntary work for Duke of Edinburgh Award.

• Local visits out of school for most groups at least weekly.

• Careers fairs and vocational week.

• Extended services and after school clubs with options for youth clubs and sports 

clubs in local area.

• Citizenship within PSHE curriculum.

• School Summer Fete. 

• Activities such as singing and sports with local special school community.

• Pupil voice through tutorial sessions, school council and leadership roles within 

the school.



How my World Works

Opportunities to learn about ‘how my world works’ are plentiful in a 

number of more traditional subject areas as well through exploration and 

play.  The school has beautiful grounds and a woodland area to enable 

pupils to experience outdoor learning frequently.

The school is a Microsoft Showcase School and technology is firmly 

embedded throughout the schools everyday life for staff and pupils.

Opportunities to learn about ‘How my World Works’ are:

• Knowledge and Understanding of the World EYFS curriculum.

• Science curriculum including science GCSE and Entry Level at KS4.

• Computing and ICT curriculum including a Cambridge National GCSE 

equivalent and BTEC Creative Media option at KS4.

• Life and work skills through KS4 and Post 16.

• Humanities through topics that include history, geography and 

religious education themes.

• Humanities option at KS4 for GCSE The Project qualification.

• International studies option.

• Annual international week focussed on a different country each year.

• PSHE curriculum

• Design and technology curriculum.

• Outdoor learning and forest school activities.

• Vocational BTEC courses including Hair and Beauty, Land based 

skills, Practical skills and Hospitality at KS4.

• Lunchtime and after school clubs including iPad, Lego, Robot wars, 

chess and film clubs.

• Special assemblies and participation in events for Comic relief & 

Sport relief, Unicef Day for Change and  World Book day.

• KS4 and Post 16 discuss local and world news in tutorial times.

• Topics and themes to coincide with The Olympics, World Cup Rugby 

and Football.

• First News Newspapers in library weekly. 

• Participation in Youth Parliament events.



Myself

At various stages through the school pupils and their families may identify 

a personal area for development.  This may sit outside of the other areas 

of learning and need specialist or 1:1 intervention to support.  Pupils 

views about what is important to and for them are gathered in many ways 

and the school strives to put interventions in place to support each pupil.  

Pupils and families can be referred to our family support worker, closing 

the gap tutor, ASD support Service, behaviour analyst, CAMHS, 

disabilities nurses, CIAG worker,  school nurse, WILLOW project, and 

young carers for support.

Examples of person centred planning may include:

• Learning to ride a bike

• Learning to swim

• Personal hygiene learning

• Dual placements between schools

• Learning to use public transport

• Work experiences

• Joining a club outside of school

• Using SWALLOWS base house – learning to stay away from home.

• Family events – Film nights, bowling, picnics and bike rides.

• Personalised behaviour supports e.g. motivational reward systems

• Support to get a bus pass and bank account

• Support to pass driving theory test & apply for provisional licence

• Breakfast club

• Residential targets for boarders.

• Support to loose or gain weight

• Supporting families to understand diagnosis, e-safety, PECS etc.

• One page profiles

• My future, My choice from Y9 up

• Coaching in KS4 & Post 16 – developing an understanding of self as 

a learner.



Appendix 1

Example of a Y11 personalised curriculum.


