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22nd May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you have had the opportunity to read the letter from David Gregory, CEO regarding the 
wider opening of schools in The Trust. I write this to share with you our current planning at 
Fosse Way.  
 
May I thank you for completing the parent questionnaire, which has assisted us in our planning 
process.  Many of you have informed us that you would like your child to come back to school 
and have asked for some further information about what this ‘new’ provision could look like.  
 
We are currently planning for more children to come back to school on Wednesday 3rd June. 
However, a lot can change and this date is still dependent on the national position with the 
COVID-19 virus. We believe the Prime Minister will make a final announcement on 28th May.  
We will be in touch with you on Monday 1st June to finalise our plans. 
 
In order to reduce the number of children and young people in classrooms compared to usual 
and to put protective measures in place to reduce risks we will create ‘Learning Bubbles’. This 
means that as far as possible the same group of young people and staff will work together in 
the same learning space.  As far as possible, Learning Bubbles will not mix with one another 
and each ‘Bubble’ will be self-contained.  However, I am sure that you will appreciate that we 
cannot guarantee that this will be the case, given the nature of our young people and if, for 
example, there were to be an emergency situation.  
 
The School Day 

 We are currently able to offer all day Monday – Thursday and Friday mornings to all 

families requesting provision 

 This will be reviewed weekly as there is very little further capacity available due to 

reducing class sizes and the number of staff that are available  

 School will be closed to all pupils on Friday afternoons with the exception of key worker 

children to enable deep cleaning of learning spaces, for staff to review the week and 

plan for the following week to ensure we are considering all guidance and information 

available 

 Learning spaces will also be cleaned each evening and frequently touched surfaces 

during the course of the day in line with guidance 

 After school clubs will not be running 

Class groups 

 We will try to ensure continuity of staff and pupils who are usually in classes together 

 School will not be as it was before. We recognise that the changes that we will have 

to put in place maybe difficult for some of our learners 

 Pupils may be placed with a different peer group 

 We will share social stories to support young people with these changes 

 Class groups are likely to contain a maximum of 6 pupils and up to 3 staff 



   
 

   
 

 Class groups will be allocated specific toilets to use 

 Class groups will have allocated handwashing facilities 

 All groups will have access to an outside space 

 Larger outside spaces will be timetabled to avoid groups mixing 

Whilst the children’s safety is of paramount importance to us, we ask parents to understand 
that within some groups described above, we cannot expect children to socially distance. We 
will endeavor to apply the principles of social distancing but need you to be aware it is very 
difficult for all children, but especially some of our learners. 
 
Break and Lunch times 

 School meals will be provided but these will be packed lunches and not a hot meal 

 Packed lunches will be delivered to the classrooms for children to eat in their spaces, 

or outside if possible 

 You are able to provide you own pack lunch 

 Break and lunch times will be staggered and pupils will stay in their pre-defined areas 

 There will be, where possible no mixing of “bubbles” or peer groups  

Our Curriculum 

 Specialist rooms will not be used 

 There will be no specialist teaching or moving around the school 

 We will be focussing on a Recovery curriculum (see the link below)  

 Our curriculum will be different for different groups and this can be discussed with your 

child’s teacher when we have settled back into our new school routine 

https://www.evidenceforlearning.net/recoverycurriculum/ 
 
How you can support safety 

 Please ensure your child is wearing clean clothes daily.  This can be uniform if you 

have enough or non-uniform if this is easier.  We have no preference. 

 When dropping off or picking up we will ask you to arrive within a time slot.  Please 

adhere to this. 

 Drive slowly into the turning circle and be patient with us.  This process is likely to be 

much slower than usual. 

 Only send in necessary items!  Acceptable items include water bottles, lunch boxes, 

coats, wellies, self-care resources and devices if necessary.  Unacceptable items 

include any soft toys, blankets, books.   

 Young people should not attend if they have symptoms of Corona Virus or are self-

isolating due to symptoms in their household.  

 If your child were to become unwell at school, they would need to be collected 

promptly.    

School transport 

 We know that transport for special schools is not going to be available for every child 

who will attend.  If you are able to bring in your young person, please do so as this 

supports social distancing measures.  

 Our understanding is that the Local Authority Transport providers are currently looking 

into establishing new routes and will be in touch with you. We believe the pick up and 

drop off time may be different as well as the drivers and Passenger Transport 

Assistance (PTA) This is due to availability of drivers and PTAs 

It is important to note that that the offer of provision is likely to change, as the school may have 
to respond to variable staffing levels and increased requests from families. This will also be 

https://www.evidenceforlearning.net/recoverycurriculum/


   
 

   
 

dependent on directives from government.  If there were to be a change then we would 
endeavor to give families as much notice as possible. We understand that this may not have 
answered all your questions and we will communicate any further information to you on 
Monday 1st June.  
 
At present, it is up to parents to decide whether they want to send their young people into 
school. There will be no attendance repercussions for those who continue to educate at home. 
As I am sure, you will appreciate planning for this has been complex. At the forefront of all our 
decisions has been the wellbeing of our entire community.  In school we will do our very best 
to ensure the safety of young people, staff and families. As always our staff will do all that they 
can to ensure that your child has a positive and happy experience at school. We really 
appreciate your support at this difficult time and look forward to seeing you again soon. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Emily Massey 
Executive Principal 
  
 


