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13 July 2020  
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
I am writing to you to share the news that David Gregory, the Chief Executive Officer of the Trust will be retiring at the 
end of this academic year.  Whilst I am naturally delighted for David that he will finally be able to enjoy a well-deserved 
retirement, he will be hugely missed.   

 
David is modest by nature, but has always been forward looking, open to sharing knowledge and a passionate advocate 
for working in partnership. He would love to slip away quietly but it is a moment when we must celebrate his many 
achievements as an inspirational leader at Fosse Way School and the Trust. David was awarded a CBE for his services 
to local and national special education; has been seconded to the Department for Education; established one of the 
country’s first teaching schools and founded a new Special School.  Under David’s leadership, the Trust has grown from 
a single school to 15, spanning special and mainstream, from village to city and including residential provision, as well 
as creating opportunities for young adults in the workplace.  David’s practice embodies the values that are at the heart 
of our Trust; collaboration and an enduring focus on the children sit at its core.  We have felt privileged to work with 
him over many years during which he has never failed to put the interests of the pupils and their families at the top of 
his agenda. I am certain that he has also inspired a great many teachers and school leaders and has therefore had a 
hugely positive impact on educational outcomes for many hundreds of children. 

 
I am sure that you will join me in wishing David all the very best for a healthy and happy retirement. We hope that he 
will find time to relax, spend time with his wife and family, as well as enjoying pursuits outside education. 

 
As we bid farewell to David, I would also like to share with you the exciting news that we have appointed Emily Massey 
to the role of CEO from September 2020.  Emily is currently the Executive Principal of Fosse Way School. We believe 
that we are very fortunate to have secured the ongoing leadership of the Trust from within and to have appointed 
such a passionate and talented leader.  We are absolutely confident that Emily will continue to foster the unique ethos 
and culture that is so important to this Trust as we move into an exciting new era for our organisation. David and Emily 
have been working closely together to ensure that the handover is as smooth and seamless as possible. I know that 
Emily will write to you all in September to introduce herself in her new role. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to reflect upon the professionalism of all staff across the Trust during what have 
truly been unprecedented spring and summer terms.  Their hard work, commitment and expertise has helped us to 
ensure, despite all of the many changes and challenges, that learning opportunities, advice and support have 
remained available to pupils in all our schools.  I would also like to thank you for the support that you have given to 
our staff, particularly by respecting the parameters that they have been asked to work within by the Government.  
We very much look forward to welcoming pupils back to all of our schools in September but we will also be thinking 
of those who have moved on. We have been proud to be part of their educational journey and hope that they will 
thrive in their new settings. I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer break.  

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Nick Jones 
Chair of Trustees 
 


