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Introduction 
 

An extension of Fosse Way School’s ASD specialist provision was established at 
Norton Hill School in September 2006.  This created the opportunity for 
students with a statement of high functioning autism or Asperger’s Syndrome 
to gain access to full time mainstream education including GCSE courses and 
where appropriate, study at ‘A’ level. Students spend the majority of their time 
in lessons with mainstream peers supported by Fosse Way staff as necessary. 
Some time is also spent in a specialist classroom. All students offered 
placements at Norton Hill remain on the Fosse Way roll. Whilst students 
should feel that they are part of Norton Hill School they should also be familiar 
with Fosse Way. Fosse Way students who have received their education at 
Norton Hill in this way have achieved up to eight GCSEs at grade ‘C’ and above. 
Success at GCSE has in turn enabled some A5 students to study at ‘A’ level and 
go on to degree courses at universities including Oxford, Bournemouth and 
Cardiff. 
 
The ASD specialist classroom at Norton Hill was created in a former Art room 
known as A5. The room functions as an area for the completion of work, a 
tutor room and a sanctuary or ‘time out’ space if needed. A5 contains five 
computers as well as study and dining areas. The provision is co-ordinated by 
one full-time teacher supported by the equivalent of one full-time teaching 
assistant, both of whom are employed by Fosse Way. An Assistant Head 
teacher at Norton Hill, Mrs. Tanya Gibbs, provides a ‘link’ between the two 
schools and liaises between senior staff where necessary. 
 

 
The dining area in the A5 base  



 

A5 Base Selection Procedure 

The A5 base is intended for students who have the ability to achieve academic 

success in a mainstream setting with specialist support provided by Fosse Way 

teaching staff. Students’ prior attainment, as indicated by their current 

attainment data, is a key criterion in determining their suitability. Each pupil 

who is under consideration to join A5 makes a number of ‘taster’ visits 

accompanied by a familiar member of staff from Fosse Way where 

appropriate. This begins with a visit to meet staff and find out more about how 

the base functions. Subsequent visits entail an increasingly greater amount of 

time spent in Norton Hill lessons. Parents are invited to visit the A5 base to 

discuss the provision at a time agreed with the A5 co-ordinator.  

 
Structure and Organisation of the School Day  
 
All A5 students have an individual timetable which should include at least 50% 
of time spent in mainstream lessons. In practise most students spend 80 - 85% 
of their time in lessons with mainstream peers. In the remaining time students 
attend A5 for study periods when homework may be completed or additional 
work to consolidate understanding undertaken. Such work is provided by A5 
staff in consultation with subject teachers. In addition, students are given 
weekly opportunities to meet with the A5 teacher to discuss any concerns or 
difficulties that may arise. 
A5 students have the opportunity to receive swimming tuition or take part in 
gym sessions at the nearby Midsomer Norton Leisure Centre, rather than 
attend mainstream P.E. lessons. Those who attend the gym receive an 
induction from a member of staff at the sports centre. Following this a 
schedule for weekly gym activities is created which takes account of the 
student’s preferences and objectives. There is a weekly charge for gym and 
swimming sessions.  
Norton Hill’s afternoon tutor session takes place immediately before or after 
the school lunch break, depending on the pupil’s house. A5 students therefore 
leave school directly after the final lesson of the day rather than return to the 
base.  
 

 



School day 
 
8.30 Students go straight to A5 where they prepare for lessons by checking that 

they have all of the books and equipment needed for the day ahead.    

8.50 Morning Registration with Norton Hill tutor 
 

9.00                 Lesson 1 
 

9.50  Lesson 2  
 
10.40 Break – Students can choose to stay in A5 or go outside onto the playground, 

unless asked to remain within the base by Fosse Way staff.  

 
11.00 Lesson 3 

 
11.50 Lesson 4 

 
12.40 Lunch/Tutor time – same as break 

 

1.00- 1.25 Whole school on lunch. All A5 staff on duty in the base.    
 
1.25 Tutor time/Lunch –  
 
1.45  Lesson 5 

 
2.35  Lesson 6 

 
3.25 End of School Day – A5 students will leave school without having to return 

to A5 (unless a pupil does so as a strategy) 

 

 



 

 
The study area inside the A5 base 

 
Houses  
 
The pupil population at Norton Hill is organised in five houses. In consultation 
with Fosse Way staff, Norton Hill’s deputy head teacher chooses a house and 
tutor group for each A5 pupil before he or she joins the school. After an initial 
transition period, A5 students begin to attend morning registration and 
afternoon tutor periods with mainstream peers. The houses are called Mendip, 
Quantock, Exmoor, Cotswold and Blackdown. 
The school also has ‘house areas’ where students can go at break and 
lunchtime. However, most A5 students have chosen to spend this time at the 
base. Additionally, the house system provides competition for merits and 
sports day.    

 
 
 
 



 
Support from A5 Staff during Lessons 
 
The nature of support that A5 students receive in lessons is determined by 
Fosse Way staff in close liaison with Norton Hill colleagues. Usually A5 staff will 
support the whole teaching group rather than provide one-to-one support 
which would tend to highlight the pupil as different to his or her peers. The 
main aim is to make the pupil as independent as possible in their studies and 
to begin to reduce the support provided, with the agreement of the subject 
teacher.  
 
Uniform  
 
Boys- tie (a different colour for each Norton Hill House), blazer, white shirt, 
black trousers, and school shoes (no trainers).  
 
Girls- same except girls wear jumper instead of blazer.  
 
Students must report to House heads if uniform is not correct.   

 
School Rules and Other Information  
 
A5 students must feel as if they are part of Norton Hill School, and are 
expected to abide by rules about uniform and behaviour just as if they are 
mainstream Norton Hill students. The main Norton Hill rules appear below:  
 

 Harmful or illegal items may not be brought onto the premises.  This 
includes knives, matches, lighters, tobacco, alcohol or drugs. 

 Chewing gum, aerosols, pagers, skateboards or roller blades should not 
be brought to school. 

 Movement around the school should be quiet and orderly.  In corridors 
keep to the left. 

 Students must stay out of areas designated for other house groups at 
break and lunchtime. 

 Food and drink are to be consumed only in designated areas during 
break and lunchtime (Students should eat lunch at the circular table in 
A5). 

 Students must not leave the premises during the school day without 
written permission from their parents/guardians.  They must sign out at 



the main office (all staff wanting to take A5 students out must sign the 
pupil out at the main office).  

 Absence, no matter how short, must be explained by a note from home. 
 

The following areas are out of bounds to students: 
 

 The coach road 

 The fields in wet weather 

 The Astroturf, changing rooms, playing area, sports hall and surrounds 
except when supervised by a teacher 

 The bicycle shed and the area around the skip (except at the beginning 
and end of the day for those students who cycle to school) 

 The storage sheds 

 The area outside the main office unless on official or approved business. 
 
 

Rules for Lessons  
 

 Students must sit according to the teacher’s seating plan. Many teachers 
have adopted a style of seating that places boys and girls next to one 
another alternately.  

 Coats must be taken off on arrival.  

 Bags should be placed on the floor and books put on the table at the 
start of each lesson. In practical lessons such as art, bags should be 
placed beneath the table.  

 Uniform – no jewellery, ties remain on, shirts must be tucked in, no 
trainers, blazers and pullovers should be kept on.  

 Basic equipment should be ready for use from the start of the lesson – 
blue or black pen, pencil, ruler, books, Contact Book.  

 Full details of each homework task should be recorded in the Contact 
Book. During study periods a member of staff from A5 will ask to see the 
contact book so that homework tasks can be discussed and prioritised.   

 Students who disrupt lessons are sent to Norton Hill’s ‘Time Out’ area. 
Usually A5 students return to the A5 base rather than Time Out if 
disruptive. However, in some instances, particularly where it is 
considered important to demonstrate that the A5 pupil is treated in the 
same way as mainstream peers, it may be considered more appropriate 
for the pupil to go to Time Out. 

 Students are dismissed from lessons when the bell sounds. 
 



 
Homework 
  
Students should receive two or three homework tasks each day. The amount 
of time that should be devoted to each piece of homework increases as the 
pupil moves up the school: 
 
Year seven:                                20-30 minutes    (Total 5-7 ½ hours per week) 
Year eight:                                 30 minutes          (Total 7 ½ hours per week) 
Year nine:                                  35-40 minutes     (Total 8-8 ½ hours per week) 
Years ten and eleven:              45 minutes          (Total 12 ½ hours per week) 
 
At Key Stage Three certain departments will organise project work. Only one 
project will run at any one time. Each project lasts no longer than three weeks 
except for Technology projects which are for ten weeks.   
 
Homework timetables for all A5 students are displayed on the main notice 
board in the base. These timetables are used by A5 staff to support students in 
completing tasks on time. Subject teachers post details of all homework tasks 
on the school ‘portal’ and/or Google Classroom. This information can be 
viewed on computers at home or in school. Homework can be completed 
during the evening or during the pupil’s study periods, where applicable.   
 

Fire Alarm  
 
If the fire alarm sounds, all students must exit by the nearest door and go to 
the tennis courts (by music). A5 students should line up with the tutor groups 
unless alternative arrangements have been made with A5 staff in the event of 
a fire alarm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Two of the five computers in the A5 base 

 
Norton Hill: Key Members of Staff 
 
Gordon Green – Associate Headteacher 
 
Tanya Gibbs – Assistant Head (Care, Guidance, Child Protection/ Fosse Way 
link) 
 
Further Information 

Should you require further information about Fosse Way School’s satellite 

provision please contact Tim Carter, A5 Co-ordinator, at Norton Hill School on 

01761 412557 


