
Fosse Way School 
Curriculum Policy 

Statement 2021-22 
Contents 
Intent ...................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Introduction ........................................................................................................................................ 3 

Vision and School Values .................................................................................................................... 3 

Curriculum Framework ....................................................................................................................... 5 

Sequential learning ............................................................................................................................. 5 

Breadth and depth of curriculum ....................................................................................................... 6 

Implementation ...................................................................................................................................... 6 

The Pathways through Fosse Way...................................................................................................... 7 

Our Pathways ..................................................................................................................................... 7 

Exploring independence and learning ............................................................................................ 8 

 ........................................................................................................................................................ 8 

Living and Learning ......................................................................................................................... 9 

Learning for Life a and b ................................................................................................................. 9 

EYFS .................................................................................................................................................. 10 

Key stage 1 ........................................................................................................................................ 12 

Key stage 2 ........................................................................................................................................ 13 

Key stage 3 ........................................................................................................................................ 14 

Key stage 4 ........................................................................................................................................ 15 

Post-16 (Key Stage 5) ............................................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Project Search ................................................................................................................................... 17 

Key skills throughout the curriculum ............................................................................................... 19 

Areas of learning - The preparing for adulthood curriculum ........................................................... 19 

Education and Employment ......................................................................................................... 19 

Independent Living Skills .............................................................................................................. 19 

Community, Friendships and Relationships ................................................................................. 20 



Health ........................................................................................................................................... 20 

Fosse Way House Curriculum ........................................................................................................... 21 

Teaching approaches ........................................................................................................................ 22 

Classroom non-negotiables .............................................................................................................. 23 

1)      Visual Timetables ................................................................................................................. 23 

2)      Visual Cues ........................................................................................................................... 23 

3)      Workstations and TEACCH ................................................................................................... 23 

4)      Use of Now/Next ................................................................................................................. 24 

5)      Use of Motivators and Rewards .......................................................................................... 24 

6)      Social Scripts ........................................................................................................................ 24 

7)      Special Interests ................................................................................................................... 25 

8)      Safe Spaces .......................................................................................................................... 25 

9)      Anxiety Management .......................................................................................................... 25 

10)   Classroom ............................................................................................................................. 26 

Differentiation for Personalised Learning ........................................................................................ 26 

Impact (assessment) and future pathways .......................................................................................... 27 

Destinations ...................................................................................................................................... 27 

Project Search destinations .......................................................................................................... 27 

Student Case Studies .................................................................................................................... 27 

Qualifications ................................................................................................................................ 28 

Monitoring and Evaluation ............................................................................................................... 30 

Assessment ....................................................................................................................................... 31 

Show Progress .............................................................................................................................. 31 

Bsquared ....................................................................................................................................... 31 

Equal Opportunities.......................................................................................................................... 36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Intent 
Introduction  
 
At Fosse Way School we believe that our school’s curriculum is much broader than subjects on a 
timetable. The school curriculum comprises all learning and other experiences that the school plans for 
its pupils. Pupils at the school have a range of needs that can change over time and in order to best 
support over 200 learners the curriculum is highly personalised, flexible and continuously reviewed and 
developed.   
 
This document aims to provide an overview of the curriculum and examples of how it is personalised 
for a range of learners at different stages of development.  
 
 
Intent 
 
The intent of our curriculum is to provide a balanced and broad experience for pupils which promotes 
their spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development. It consists of the National Curriculum, 
Personal, Social, Health and Education and Religious Education as well as cross-curricular themes and 
key skills. Extra-curricular activities also form part of the curriculum. 
 
We are committed to preparing our pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 
later life so that they may become actively involved in their community, contributing to society 
financially and living as independently as possible. 
 
The pedagogy and principles behind the range of learning programmes have a strong evidence base for 
raising attainment.   
 
The schools curriculum meets all statutory requirements. 
¨ Is broad, balanced and relevant 
¨ Will develop all students’ full potential 
¨ Is matched to individual students’ needs 
¨ Has intrinsic value 
¨ Builds on students’ existing knowledge, skills and understanding 
¨ Encourages life-long learning 
¨ Reflects the multicultural nature of society 
¨ Encourages confidence, high self-esteem, independence and mutual respect 
¨ Develops a respect for the environment 
¨ Prepares students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life 
 

Vision and School Values 
 
Fosse Way School is committed to developing the academic and life skills of all its pupils and students 
to enable them to lead safe, happy and purposeful lives, contributing economically and socially to 
society.  
  
  
Fosse Way School actively seeks opportunities to develop sustainable partnerships with a broad range 
of groups within the local, regional, national and international community in order to better meet the 
needs of its own pupils, students and families as well as pupils and students with special needs in 
mainstream schools.   
  



Towards these ends our school:  
  

·         Strives to ensure pupils and students achieve high academic and social standards  
  

·         Creates a personalised and enjoyable learning experience for each pupil and student  
  

·         Encourages creativity and enterprise  
  

·         Values the diversity of pupil and student learning & outcomes  
  

·         Embraces new technology and innovation  
  

·         Works in partnership with other agencies and organisations  
 
 
At Fosse Way school everything that we do is under pinned by our school values. By explicitly teaching 
and celebrating our school values we are able to nurture and guide our pupils so that they can discover 
the very best of themselves; helping them to make decisions and reflect on how those decisions affect 
others which in turn enables them to become good citizens and prepares them for life beyond Fosse 
Way School. 
The Fosse Way School values were chosen collaboratively by the whole school community, they are: 
 
Be Proud 
At Fosse Way our pupils have so much to be proud of, we want to celebrate their successes and enable 
them to be strong advocates of themselves in their future lives. 
 
Be Kind  
At Fosse Way we demonstrate how giving and receiving kindness is important for everyone’s well-
being. 
  
Be Resilient  
At Fosse Way we are aware that our pupils will face many challenges in their life. We aim to equip them 
with the skills, strategies and attitude required to flourish. 
 

British Values  

Fosse Way School actively promotes British Values as defined by the Government in 2011 and again in 
2014. 
 
The British values fall into the following broad areas; 
 
1. Democracy 
2. The rule of law 
3. Individual liberty 
4. Mutual respect 
5. Tolerance of those of different faiths and belief 
For more information on how we embed these values in our lessons and school ethos please visit our 
website.  

 



Curriculum Framework 
 
Our curriculum review in 2019 has led us to develop our curriculum framework into something that is 
forward thinking and sets our students up for the future. Our review involved parents, students, 
teachers, teaching assistants, governors and other external stakeholders. We have developed our 
curriculum in line with the preparing for adulthood framework.  We believe that this model enables 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) outcomes to be embedded in, and central to our everyday work 
with each individual pupil at our school.  Whilst also ensuring pupils have a broad and balanced 
experience. 
 
We felt that nearly all of the areas for learning, at all stages within our curriculum could be described 
using the following headings: 
 
‘Education and employment, Community inclusion (including relationships and friendships), 
Independent living and Health’ 

 

Within Fosse Way there is a clear need to evidence the pathway or route a student takes through the 
school, whilst also being very aware that many of our student’s needs, desires and abilities change over 
time. Knowing the pathway of each child will support us to know the expectations for each student 
upon ending a key stage and also helps us ensure that our students are well equipped for their adult 
life.  

Sequential learning 

Our curriculum is taught in a carefully scaffolded sequential way. Many of our students have 
personalised timetables that meet their individual needs whilst ensuring learning maintains a level of 
challenge, building on what our students already know. 

Learning is a complex and developmental process that requires our students to build on previous 
knowledge and relate that knowledge to new concepts and ideas. It is therefore essential to ask ‘What 
do our pupils already know?’ in relation to planning a new concept, topic or subject. This can be 
supported by two methods: 

· Identifying the key concepts of learning 

· Creating successful learning sequences 

Teaching staff at Fosse Way school identify the key concepts that underpin core and subject specific 
learning and reflect on how these can be interwoven across the curriculum to deepen learning. 
Teaching staff work in key stage teams as well as whole school teams to ensure that curriculum 
coverage spans the entire learning journey, with opportunities to build and progress throughout. This 
results in learning sequences that are topic based, and allow access from any starting point. 

There is a commitment from school leaders to provide meaningful planning time for inter-departmental 
and cross curricular dialogue so that there are opportunities to identify how the learning can be 
assimilated so that teachers can support pupils to make links between what they are taught and what 
they already know. This is known as transference of learning and can include concepts as simple as 
measuring or writing a letter or as complex as understanding the carbon cycle and relating it to the 
need for a more sustainable planet. 



Breadth and depth of curriculum 

Our curriculum focuses on both breadth and depth of learning. Our students learn at varying paces in a 
variety of different ways. It is therefore essential to ensure that not only does our curriculum challenge 
through breadth and depth, but that it is also accessible to all. 

Fosse Way School offers a broad and balanced curriculum aimed at creating an educational experience 
that prepares students for adult life. The curriculum offer also conforms to national government 
expectations and is structured to provide opportunities to succeed. 

Our students represent a very wide range of abilities and in response the curriculum provides a number 
of pathways that both support and challenge, leading to a variety of post school destinations. 

A strong emphasis upon a vocational approach to our curriculum creates opportunities for our pupils to 
develop those skills which will be important to them in adult life. For some students this may mean a 
focus upon independence skills whilst for others academic qualifications provide the key to access post-
16 Further Education courses. 

Implementation 
We want all of our pupils to leave school as independent as they can possibly be in fulfilling paid jobs or 
supported employment opportunities. 

To achieve this our curriculum is broad and balanced and aims to create an educational experience that 
prepares pupils for adulthood.  

Our pupils represent a very wide range of abilities and in response the curriculum provides a number of 
pathways that lead to a variety of post school destinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Pathways through Fosse Way 
 

This is an example of the three different pathways that a child in Fosse Way may undertake. The first 
has a bigger focus on our independent living curriculum and the last focuses more towards the 
academic end of the curriculum. Students may also follow a pathway where these two areas of the 
curriculum are more balanced. All pathways are personalised through the EHCP creating a unique route 
through the school and into adult life. EHCPs are reviewed annually through the ‘Plan, Do, Review’ 
cycle, but individual targets are tracked and updated more regularly through our progress trackers 
Show Progress and Bsquared.  
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Exploring independence and learning 
Students on this pathway follow a curriculum that focuses on learning the key skills for preparing for 
adulthood. These key skills can be seen under assessment. The curriculum has a focus on independent 
living skills, learning maths through a mastery approach and developing functional English skills. 
Students will work towards qualifications from the equals curriculum and at Entry Level. These students 
will stay with their tutor for most of their learning to reduce their anxiety and to reduce the number of 
transitions in their day.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Living and Learning 
Students on this pathway require an equal amount of academic and life skills input. They will be 
working towards qualifications at Entry level but will also need support with areas such as self-
regulation and managing their anxiety.  

 

Learning for Life a and b  
Students on this pathway will have the most amount of academic input within their timetable. Some of 
the students on this pathway will work towards GCSE level qualifications. These students will be still 
access our life skills curriculum where appropriate. Some students on this pathway will be taught at our 
base A5 which is located within the Norton Hill Schools Trust.   

 



EYFS  
We have an Early Years class at Fosse Way School which caters for all our Reception pupils, regardless 
of need or ability.  

EYFS Aims 

Our aim is to deliver measurable outcomes that demonstrate, over time: 

- The development of functional and social communication skills   
- The development of self-regulation  
- Lessened anxiety and a greater ability to manage change, including transition  
- Improved independence through the development of fine and gross motor skills, and living 

skills  
- The beginnings of the development of reciprocal relationships, through the promotion of play 
- A better quality of life, with reduced stress for students and their families 

 
There is a strong emphasise on the development of language and social skills, through play and adult 
directed learning in a happy and nurturing environment. We have a high adult to pupil ratio, with 
specialist EYFS trained staff. 

We follow the EYFS Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, which cover three prime 
areas and four specific areas of learning: 

Prime Areas of Learning  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development is taught through a mix of whole class, group and 
individual targeted interventions. Modelling is used to develop play skills and specialist programmes 
such as ‘Attention Autism’ and ‘Tac Pac’ are implemented into the daily timetable.   

Physical Development is promoted throughout our Curriculum through weekly swimming sessions, 
hydrotherapy sessions for specific pupils, weekly Sensory PE sessions and horse-riding sessions during 
term 6. The Early Years learning space has been designed to cater to the needs of our pupils and our 
outdoor classroom, which features a trampoline, climbing equipment, and wheeled toys, as well as our 
sensory room and soft play area, enables our specialist teachers to develop our pupils’ fine and gross 
motor skills throughout the school day. Personal hygiene and eating are a key aspect of learning and is 
taught across the Curriculum through cooking sessions, PSHE and during daily snack time sessions.   

Communication and Language is a key focus of the work at Fosse Way School. All pupils have individual 
language targets which are set in collaboration with our Speech and Language Therapist and are 
worked on daily. Communication and language development is also promoted through the use of 
language boards sessions, Attention Autism sessions, PECS and Makaton. A Speech and Language 
Therapist works closely with our specialist teaching staff to ensure that all our pupils’ speech and 
language needs are being met.  

Specific Areas of Learning  

Literacy: Literacy is taught through a wide range of books, stories, rhymes, and songs, including sensory 
stories. Sound-Write and Jolly phonics sessions are used to support early reading skills and language 
board sessions are used to further promote language development.  

Maths: Our Early Years class uses a mix of individual targeted work and small group activities which 
promote learning through hands-on experiences. 



Understanding the world: Play and topic work is used to help pupils to understand the world. Different 
cultures are explored through cultural celebration work throughout the year. 

Exploring Media and materials: Our Early Years class has access to a wide variety of mark making and 
tactile materials and role play areas.  

The Curriculum is taught through a topic-based approach, using both the indoor and outdoor 
environments, which changes termly as part of a two-year rolling programme. Each pupil has an 
individual work box, which is tailored to meet their individual needs and targets, and pupils work 
through their individual activities three times per week.  

Pupils at Fosse Way are continually assessed though the use of a Learning Journal, which is used to 
showcase and celebrate our pupil’s achievements. These Learning Journals then inform a judgement 
against an age and stage band, which is updated at the end of every term.  

At the end of the year all Reception pupils are required to be assessed against the Early Year 
Foundation Stage Profile. Our pupils are assessed as being exceeding, expected or emerging against 
each of the 17 Early Learning Goals. We also look at the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ to see 
how our learners learn from their play experiences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key stage 1 
Key Stage 1 Aims 

Our aim is to deliver measurable outcomes that demonstrate, over time: 

- Further development in functional and social communication skills, including the continued 
development of the use of Makaton and PECS   

- Improved self-regulation 
- Lessened anxiety and a greater ability to manage change, including transition  
- Improved independence through the development of hygiene and self-care skills, fine and gross 

motor skills, and living skills  
- The continued development of reciprocal relationships and co-operative skills, through 

scaffolded play skills sessions and outdoor learning sessions  
- Increased Theory of Mind 
- The acquisition of learning skills, such as reading and key mathematic skills  
- A greater understanding of the world, through sensory exploration  
- The development of resilience, organisation and perseverance  
- A better quality of life, with reduced stress for students and their families 

 

At Fosse Way School we have one Key Stage 1 class in each of our Pathways, and children are placed in 
the Pathway that will best meet their needs. Each of our Pathways follows a tailored Curriculum that 
focusses on the development of specific knowledge and skills, dependent on the needs of the cohort, 
whilst also promoting an emphasis on academic learning. Across both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 we 
follow a topic-based creative approach, which follows a two-year rolling cycle. Our Curriculum is 
progressive whilst being appropriate to the needs of pupils at Fosse Way, with key knowledge and skills 
being built upon from one year to the next, and we have developed our Curriculum alongside the 
National Curriculum to ensure that learning is broad and balanced.  

In Key Stage 1 we aim to provide our learners with enriching, creative and exciting learning experiences 
which are tailored to individual needs. Whilst learning is delivered in a variety of ways across our three 
Pathways, to suit the learning styles of each Pathway cohort, all learning is meaningful and is linked to 
life skills that our pupils need to acquire to become as confident and independent as possible. Learning 
takes place both inside and outside of the classroom, with pupils continuing to develop independent 
skills during snack and lunch time sessions, as well as learning taking place during outdoor sessions such 
as Forest School and Horse Riding. We have high aspirations for our pupils at Fosse Way and all learning 
is carefully planned to encourage and advocate the development of Preparation for Adulthood skills, 
which are ingrained through our Curriculum.  

The development of reading is an academic focus of Key Stage 1 and is promoted through the use of 
sensory stories and Jolly Phonics, for our more sensory learners, and through the use of Accelerated 
Reader and Sounds-Write for our pupils in both the Living and Learning Pathway and the Learning for 
Life Pathway. The development of language and communication skills is an area of need for all pupils at 
Fosse Way, across all Pathways; the development of these skills is promoted through the use of 
language board sessions, Attention Autism sessions, as well as the delivery of daily teacher-led sessions 
in collaboration with our Speech and Language Therapists. 

For those pupils who are able to at the end of Year 1, the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check is taken 
towards the end of the academic year. 

 



Key stage 2 
Key Stage 2 Aims 

Our aim is to deliver measurable outcomes that demonstrate, over time: 

- An increase in competency in functional and social communication, including the continued 
development of the use of Makaton and PECS   

- Improved self-regulation 
- Lessened anxiety and a greater ability to manage change, including transition  
- Improved independence through the development of hygiene and self-care skills, fine and gross 

motor skills, and living skills  
- The continued development of meaningful reciprocal relationships and co-operative skills, 

through scaffolded play skills sessions and outdoor learning sessions 
- Increased Theory of Mind 
- The continued development of learning skills 
- A greater understanding of the world, themselves and where they fit in the world, through 

sensory exploration  
- The development of resilience, organisation and perseverance  
- A better quality of life, with reduced stress for students and their families 

 

Due to pupils at Fosse Way being grouped on need, as opposed to ability or age, pupils progress to Key 
Stage 2 and continue to consolidate, develop and build upon key knowledge and skills that were 
acquired during Key Stage 1. As with our Key Stage 1 Curriculum, pupils in Key Stage 2 follow a two-year 
rolling cycle which focusses on the development of both academic learning and independent, life skills. 
Our Curriculum is progressive whilst being appropriate to the needs of pupils at Fosse Way, with key 
knowledge and skills being built upon from one year to the next, and we have developed our 
Curriculum alongside the National Curriculum to ensure that learning is broad and balanced. 

In Key Stage 2 our Curriculum aims to facilitate the acquisition of knowledge, skills, qualifications and 
qualities which will help our pupils to develop intellectually, emotionally, socially, physically and 
morally, so that they may become independent, responsible, useful, confident and considerate 
members of the community. Whilst learning is delivered in a variety of ways across our three Pathways, 
to suit the learning styles of each Pathway cohort, all learning is meaningful and is linked to life skills 
that our pupils need to acquire to become as confident and independent as possible. Learning takes 
place both inside and outside of the classroom, with pupils continuing to develop independent skills 
during snack and lunch time sessions, as well as learning taking place during outdoor sessions such as 
Forest School and Horse Riding. We have high aspirations for our pupils at Fosse Way and all learning is 
carefully planned to encourage and advocate the development of Preparation for Adulthood skills, 
which are ingrained through our Curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key stage 3 
 

Key Stage 3 Aims 

In Key Stage 3 (years 7 and 8) students build on the skills and knowledge developed during the primary 
phase. Some of our students also join the school for the first time in year 7. At this stage, students are 
in mixed tutor groups, with year 7 and year 8 pupils working together. Tutor groups stay together with 
their main tutor for the majority of the week, with some sessions delivered by other teachers e.g. 
science, technology. KS3 classes follow a theme-based approach to learning with different themes each 
half term. We offer children the chance to be in an environment that promotes academic learning at an 
appropriate pace alongside meeting their health and care needs.   

KS3 classrooms are organised according to the needs of the pupils. Some classrooms have chairs and 
tables organised traditionally with groups of children sitting and working together. Other classrooms 
may have a mixture of group tables and individual workstations. Some classrooms have mostly 
workstations.    

School days are highly structured with a class timetable in each room. Some students require further 
structuring and may follow their own personalised timetable or NOW/NEXT cards.    

Developing communication skills is important in KS3. Students work on their communication and 
language skills in their tutor groups, with support from our speech and language therapists. A range of 
techniques and resources is used e.g. vocabulary development work via words of the week, Lego 
therapy, attention and engagement sessions.    

There is a lot of emphasis on independence at this stage. We recognise that for our students to become 
life long learners we need to develop and encourage independence skills for everyone. Students are 
encouraged to look after themselves, their property and the school property. We work closely with 
students on developing their independent learning and thinking skills e.g. sequencing learning, asking 
questions, accepting help, assessing and self-correcting work. We promote the development of 
executive function skills and theory of mind.    

We also focus heavily on developing social and emotional skills. We use a range of techniques to 
develop better emotional recognition and regulation e.g. through the use of zones of regulation.   

Teaching and learning at KS3 are differentiated and personalised for the students in preparation for the 
transition to KS4. We follow a broad and balanced curriculum supplemented by a range of extra-
curricular activities e.g. trips, walks in the community, shopping trips, social breaks to the local parks, 
horse riding, swimming, forest school activities and many more.    

A range of interventions and support options are available e.g. speech and language therapy, 
counselling, physiotherapy, music therapy and many others.  We treat all of our students as individuals 
and we respond in a targeted and personalised way as a result. The range of support options and 
approaches is tailored and adapted for the needs of our students.   

 

 

 



Key stage 4 
In Key Stage 4 (Years 9 to 11) students learn across a broad and balanced curriculum. Academic 
progress towards recognised qualifications runs alongside preparation for next steps in life. 
Independence, confidence, resilience, social skills, emotional awareness, problem solving, team work 
and risk awareness are among the areas of learning the curriculum is designed to support. For example, 
the morning per week set aside for the Learning for Life qualification where students plan, research, 
design and implement projects. Or the time scheduled for community access where visits to places like 
the Book Barn happen.  

The curriculum includes opportunities for learning about next steps and future choices. It provides work 
experience in the school café and in the community. The curriculum allows for a wide range in 
academic ability with qualifications across the range including GCSE, Arts Award, BTEC, Entry Level and 
EQUALS qualifications.  

In Key Stage 4 students select from options for three afternoons per week. This allows some further 
personalisation of timetables and promotes choice. The options are varied and include the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, Creative Skills, Art, Life Skills, Humanities, Hospitality, Land-Based Skills, Performing 
Arts, Design Technology, Hair and beauty, Creative Media and Sport for Fun. High quality teaching and 
learning are key.  

Personalised timetables are the norm with provision of physiotherapy, counselling, hydrotherapy, 
mentoring, music therapy, SaLT and other interventions such as those aimed at the most academically 
able to name just a few. Each tutor carefully monitors the timetables of their tutees in order that each 
adjustment is considered. Classes are matched to broad pathways which provide a basis for individual 
timetables but also allow for personalisation. The curriculum design is supported by carefully planned 
staffing to ensure high quality teaching for all learners. Subject specialist input and leadership is key in 
delivery across the curriculum with clear overviews and support for those delivering. Students are 
grouped in classes by their abilities and needs.  

Teaching Assistants are deployed effectively across the Curriculum and use their expert understanding 
of the individuals and how to support them progress. The Curriculum in Key Stage 4 is full of 
opportunity and is purposeful. The Curriculum ensures there is challenge and support for best progress, 
to fulfil potential, and be ready for the next step. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 5 (Post-16) 
 

In Post-16 our curriculum, learning and personal development outcomes are centred around preparation 
for the future. We believe that equipping our young people with the skills, experience and independence 
to succeed in ‘life after Fosse Way’ is of paramount importance; this is achieved through a broad, 
balanced, individualised curriculum alongside close support with personal development.  

Students spend up to three years in Post-16 before moving on to their ‘next step’; the amount of time 
they stay with us depends on when they are ready to leave, and where they are going next. Lots of 
support is provided for students in exploring and identifying what that ‘next step’ might be – whether it 
is a further education placement, supported internship, employment, or supported living outcome.  

Functional skills English and Maths qualifications are provided, along with GCSE resits for individuals who 
achieved a grade 3 in year 11; students on an academic pathway will also study for an Employability Skills 
qualification, learning about the world of work including maintaining a CV and interview skills.  

In PSHE, students learn a wide variety of topics including understanding relationships and keeping safe, 
both in the community and online. Enterprise lessons offer the chance to learn about how to plan 
‘business projects’; an example of this is buying materials to make Christmas gifts, before planning and 
executing a sale. 

Developing independence skills is a huge part of the Post-16 curriculum. All groups have at least half a 
day of ‘independent living skills’ on their weekly timetable, where they can spend time in our specially 
designed ‘training flat’ developing skills in areas such as: home keeping, using home appliances, making 
drinks, cleaning, understanding money and budgeting, and much more. Along with this, students all 
develop skills in ‘independent travel’. Depending on the individual, this could mean everything from 
learning how to cross roads safely, right up to becoming comfortable to use public transport 
independently.  

All of our students take part in work experience during their time in Post-16. Understanding the ‘world 
of work’ and getting as many experiences of it as possible is important, and helps individuals develop 
their levels of confidence and work ethic. We have a great number of internal work experience 
placements such as recycling projects, creating staff lanyards for ours and surrounding schools, and 
working in our wonderful café - preparing food and serving customers. Many of our students also access 
external work experience placements at shops, cafes and other local businesses. There are a multitude 
of opportunities to gain experience in a wide variety of areas, supported by teaching assistants or fully 
independently. All work experience opportunities are matched to level of need, with the aim of 
developing independence and broadening skills.  

‘Healthy living’ is a key theme running through Post-16. Our students learn how to stay physically and 
mentally healthy through both theoretical and practical content. All do weekly cooking lessons, with a 
focus on developing skills to function as independently as possible in the kitchen whilst preparing healthy 
food. We also get exercising as much as possible, through sports sessions and external links such as Bath 
Rugby Foundation who come in and deliver amazing sessions for our learners. Students learn about 
mental health and we help them develop resilience and equip themselves with the toolkit needed to 
tackle tricky times in life.  

Getting out in, and being involved with the local community is integrated throughout the Post-16 
experience. Students can access local facilities such as the gym/swimming pool, as well as visiting the 
shops to practice shopping/money skills. We also visit colleges, workplaces and supported living 
provisions to give students experiences of where they may be going after they leave us.  



Along with the aforementioned areas of curriculum, Post-16 students experience ‘personal development’ 
sessions, where they are supported to reflect on their own learning and areas for development. Often, 
this includes the vital areas of the ‘softer skills’, including: confidence, social skills, resilience, self-esteem, 
and many other things. We are strong believers in the importance of supporting individuals to develop 
as a ‘whole person’ – not just academically but in all areas – so that they will succeed and flourish in life 
after leaving us. 

 

Project Search 
Project SEARCH is a one-year supported internship programme for students in their final year of 
education, enabling them to spend a year on site with an employer. This provides them with the skills, 
experience, knowledge and confidence to find paid employment at the end of the year. It is a 
programme that was developed in Cincinnati, USA and is now successfully replicated in many countries.  

Fosse Way School was the first school in the UK to offer the course. 

During the year students learn a variety of jobs and other employability skills, such as completing 
applications and attending interviews. The students spend a small proportion of every day in a 
classroom and the rest of the day they are out working in various departments as trainees. During this 
time, they learn the transferable skills needed within the current job market. The aim of the course is 
employment. The course includes the ASDAN Short Course in Careers and Employability and functional 
skills in English and Mathematics.  

The partners working with Fosse Way School are the Royal United Hospital in Bath (employer) and The 
Partnership Trust (job development and job coaching). The collaboration with the RUH gives the pupils 
the opportunity to be supported during their introduction to the workplace, with a real prospect of 
gaining employment by the end of the year. Students can be employed either in the RUH or any other 
employer in the area. 

Each year up to 12 students age 18 - 24 from B&NES and surrounding local authorities enrol on the 
programme. There is an equipped classroom on site at the RUH, and students are supported in the 
classroom by the Project Search Teacher, the Job Coaching team and staff throughout the RUH. The 
project is designed to give students experience in both general and task-specific job skills. Students 
receive regular instruction in the workplace and are supported with independent living skills. Pupils also 
learn valuable skills such as interview techniques and writing CVs, which prepare them with the skills 
required for the job market. 

Students in the academic year 2020-21: 

Student a: Did not reach their full potential in school, is now on placement with the Maintenance team 
and is hoping to gain an apprenticeship here at the RUH. 

Student B: Did not feel they would cope at University, is now on placement with the Vaccinations team 
and is hoping to gain full-time employment at one of the vaccination centres here in Bath. 

Student C: Did not feel challenged in their course at college, is now on placement in the William Budd 
Ward in a healthcare assistant role and is hoping to become an HCA at the RUH. 

Student D: Did not wish to continue their education in a busy college, is now on placement in the Phillip 
Yeoman Ward and is starting work towards the Care Certificate as they plan a career in Nursing. 



Student E: Is a student with EAL and additional learning needs. They are now on placement in the 
Fracture Clinic and have completed their Level 2 Portering training with a view to applying for positions 
at the RUH. 

Student F: Completed one year in college but wanted to get more real-life work experience, is now on 
placement in the R&D centre at the RUH and is supporting the team in monitoring and recording data 
as part of the Public Health England SIREN study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key skills throughout the curriculum 
Students are supported to develop key skills using a tool called the Progression Framework. This tool, 
created by the Autism Education Trust, allows teachers to identify key areas for development within 
individual students and track their progress towards them. Every student works towards their 
personalised targets and those students who are able to identify their own areas that they would like to 
develop. For more information see Show Progress. 

 

Areas of learning - The preparing for adulthood curriculum 
Our curriculum has been devised to support our students to prepare for life as an adult. Each area of 
learning includes a range of activities, lessons, interventions and clubs within the school day and 
extended day for boarding pupils.  

Education and Employment 
We want our young people and their parents to be aspirational when thinking about their future 
education and career pathways. Therefore, rather than teaching distinct careers lessons we have 
embedded careers into every subject on the curriculum. In Primary access to careers education is broad 
and focuses on skills required for work and independent living. For example, students develop the skills 
to be able to follow instructions and develop their understanding of different jobs through role play. As 
student understanding develops, they will study examples of real-world jobs. We will expose our 
students to as many different job roles as possible.  

When students reach Secondary, they will continue to learn about the world around them and the 
employment opportunities available to them. Personalised careers targets mean all students learn 
about different career opportunities every year, this could be through work embedded within the 
curriculum, through employer or work place visits and through work experience opportunities. 
Alongside careers education our curriculum has a strong emphasis on supporting students on to their 
next steps after Fosse Way. We take our role in supporting students to have a good understanding of 
what options are available to them very seriously and will dedicate curriculum time to ensure these 
decisions are well informed.  

Our Post-16 curriculum is highly focused on exploring careers and further education options. Students 
learn about the world of work, including areas such as: job hunting, CV creation, interview skills and 
building relationships with colleagues. There is also lots of exploration of the different college courses 
that are available, along with supported internship schemes and other programmes; visits to further 
education providers are also facilitated. Work experience placements, both in school and out in the 
community, further help inform the decisions our young people make in terms of what future career 
they’d like to pursue. We ensure that all students have the opportunity to explore all of the options 
available to them in terms of ‘next steps’ after Fosse Way, and support them to develop the skills 
needed to make their future career a success. 

 

Independent Living Skills 
It is important to us that our students learn to become as independent as possible. This can vary widely 
for students across the different pathways, but the end goal of developing independence is always the 
same. For students on our exploring independence and learning pathway the focus is on developing 
basic self-care skills for example, being able to use the toilet, dress themselves and make choices. For 
students on our living and learning pathway the emphasis is on being able to look after yourself whilst 
in the home, for example cooking basic meals, using the washing machine and personal hygiene. As 



students on the Learning for life pathway move through the school they will start to cover topics such 
as decision making (within the mental capacity act), managing income, paying bills and actively planning 
for their own future. Skills are not limited to the pathways, these are just some examples. All students 
follow their own personalised programme and targets in order to develop their independence.   

Community, Friendships and Relationships 
It is extremely important that our students are able to be active members of their local community. We 
support students throughout the school and on all pathways to have high levels of access to the 
community. Our students come from across five counties so it is not always possible to focus on the 
child’s personal community, but where we can access this in a meaningful way we do. 

In Primary, the thematic curriculum creates many opportunities for local trips to places such as Nunney 
Castle, We the Curious and the local towns and shops. Secondary students have half a day week on 
their timetable devoted to developing independent living skills. This will involve using local public 
transport, using local shops and exploring the local area. As students’ progress in to Post-16 for those 
who are able, the focus moves towards accessing the local community independently. This is done 
alongside support from home and where possible we will support students to be able to access the 
community where they live.  

As a school we have lots of links with the local community, our Café is accessed widely by local people, 
we have links with over 50 businesses who offer our students work experience and we work with local 
community groups and charities supporting various causes. In post-16, each class raises money for a 
chosen charity each year.  

All students access the So Safe curriculum to different degrees, the programme is a set of visual and 
conceptual tools designed to promote social safety for people with moderate to severe learning 
difficulties or Autism Spectrum Disorder. The program covers all degrees of interaction; from a 
student’s expectations of strangers, to the intricacies of an intimate relationship. Our PSHE and RSE 
curriculums have been updated and are in line with the new statutory requirements. This curriculum is 
very comprehensive and delivered across the school at a level suitable to each pathway.   

Health 
Health is a very broad term that encompasses physical and mental health. We support our students to 
have good health in a number of ways: 

- PE lessons from KS1-4 
- Post-16 students access local sports facilities in order to combine good health with community 

inclusion 
- Mental health and wellbeing support in the form of school counsellors, targeted interventions, 

PSHE and RSE curriculum and multi-agency working with organisations such as CAMHS 
- Healthy snack time  
- Food tech lessons with a focus on independence and healthy eating 
- Supporting students to be as independent as possible with their medication needs 
- Supporting students to know where they can go for help and advice 
- So Safe curriculum to support students to recognise signs of abuse 
- Supporting students and their parents transition to adulthood services 
- Supporting students to articulate pain 

 



We believe in preparing for adulthood from the earliest years. Each year when we review a child’s EHCP 
we will encourage parents to consider each area of the Preparing for Adulthood Framework. From year 
nine, we will support our children and their parents to create outcomes for each area of the framework, 
working towards these outcomes will then become part of the student’s personalised curriculum.  

 

Fosse Way House Curriculum 
Fosse Way House is a residential provision that caters for up to eleven students, all of whom must have 
a diagnosis of Autism to access the provision.  

Students stay each week from Monday to Friday, returning home every weekend and holidays to their 
parents/carers.  

It is the aim of FWH to provide a variety of opportunities through a 24 hour curriculum for all students 
in order for them to develop their daily life skills, independence, health and employment skills in line 
with their plans for the future, in particular their next opportunities after leaving Fosse Way 
School/House. This is delivered through Preparing For Adulthood and takes into account all individual 
student needs.   

All FWH students also follow the AET Progression Framework and work towards individual targets 
based on their own personal needs and development.  

AQA Modules are completed based on the student’s individual wishes and developmental need. These 
are delivered at a pace suited to each student.  

Students also complete So Safe and Zones of Regulation work to aid their knowledge in these areas and 
provide continuity from the school day.  

The aim of FWH is to allow children to develop their emotional, intellectual, social, creative and physical 
skills through an accessible and stimulating environment created by a dedicated team of staff within 
the school/residential setting. There is a range of on-site and off-site activities in the local community 
that all students are encouraged and supported to participate in, this also includes new 
activities/experiences. Students are encouraged to make daily choices for both themselves and the 
group and are supported to acquire and develop skills in preparation for their adult life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Teaching approaches 
Embedded into all curriculum areas are a range of specific teaching approaches. These are timetabled 
and delivered according to pupils’ personalised programmes. The list below shows the range of 
approaches used to ensure curriculum access and engagement for all. 

Thrive 
 

We have a number of Thrive trained practitioners who work with individual 
students. Our THRIVE practitioner carries out assessments of identified 
children’s social, emotional and behavioural needs which help us to build 
an Action Plan of targeted strategies and activities to help children re-
engage with learning and life 

TEACCH Aspects of TEACCH are used within all of our classrooms. TEACCH is based 
on 5 basic principles: 
1. Physical structure – students work best with clearly defined physical 
boundaries 
2. Students have a consistent schedule 
3. Work systems that establish expectations and promote independence 
4. Establishing clear routines 
5. Visual structure includes visually based cues for reminders and 
instruction 

Visual timetables Students will have access to either a class or individual visual timetable. This 
will be created in whatever method is suitable for the young person for 
example using communicate and print symbols. Older students in post-16 
are encouraged to use technology such as calendars on their phone to 
schedule their time.  

Now and Next 
approach 

Now and next boards provide structure and promote independence in 
completing tasks. They support students to transition between tasks, 
lessening frustration and anxiety.  

Makaton Makaton uses speech with signs (gestures) and symbols (pictures) to help 
people communicate.  We also use facial expression, eye contact and body 
language to give as much information as possible. 

Attention Autism Attention Autism aims to develop natural and spontaneous communication 
through the use of visually based and highly motivating activities. Attention 
Autism has four stages: 
1. A bucket activity to engage students  
2. An attention building activity 
3. An interactive activity that promotes turn taking and attention shifting 
4. An individual activity that focuses attention, shifts and then reengages 
attention.  

Tacpac Tacpac draws together touch and music to create a structured half hour of 
sensory communication between two people. Tacpac creates sensory 
alignment and helps people of any age who have sensory impairment, 
developmental delay, complex learning difficulties, tactile defensiveness, 
and limited or pre-verbal levels of communication. 
 

Zones of regulation Self-regulation is something everyone continually works on whether or not 
we are aware of it.  We all encounter trying circumstances that test our 
limits from time to time.  If we are able to recognize when we are becoming 
less regulated, we are able to do something about it to manage our feelings 
and get ourselves to a healthy place.  This comes naturally for some, but for 
others it is a skill that needs to be taught and practiced. This is the goal of 
The Zones of Regulation 



Classroom non-negotiables 
 

Fosse Way is an autism-friendly school and many of our students have a diagnosis of autism or Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). We recognise the range of learning styles and approaches across the school, 
therefore deliver our curriculum in a way that is clear, structured and accessible for all of our students. 
Many of the strategies we use support good practice not only for our  students with autism, but also 
those with Speech, Language and Communication needs and those requiring additional support within 
other areas of SEND.   
  
Within all classes across the school and for students on all learning pathways, the teaching team are 
supported to implement our ‘Top 10 Autism Strategies’. These strategies are considered non-negotiable 
across the school and it is the expectation that all teachers ensure these strategies are in place to 
ensure we are meeting the needs of all students and demonstrate good autism practice.   
  
1)      Visual Timetables  

Visual timetables are essential in helping students on the autism spectrum to understand and 
predict what is happening now and next. These are used and interacted with throughout the 
school day, with individual timetables in place for some pupils. At Fosse Way, some students 
may keep these on their person throughout the school day to provide them with a predictable 
structure and routine to follow. This supports our students to manage their own anxiety, which 
can be heightened in response to planned and unplanned changes, alongside developing their 
independence and taking responsibility for their own learning as they prepare for adulthood. 
Some of our students carry these visual timetables on keyrings or velcro strips and interact with 
them regularly, whilst also having access to a class visual timetable, which is an essential 
requirement of all classrooms at Fosse Way. When developing these timetables, teachers are 
encouraged to use the same format and presentation using InPrint symbols and words, to 
ensure consistency across the school. However, visual timetables may be provided in written or 
bullet-point format for students where appropriate, depending which learning pathway they 
are on.   
  

2)      Visual Cues  
 
Visual cues such as objects of reference, symbols, pictures and timers are used to support 
students’ understanding of daily routines, activities and learning tasks. The use of visual cues is 
dependent on the students’ needs and level of understanding. For example, a student on the 
‘Exploring Independence and Learning’ pathway may respond to an object of reference such as 
a tambourine, to support their understanding of their transition to a music therapy session. A 
student on the ‘Living and Learning’ pathway may respond to pictures and/or symbols 
representing calming techniques to support their ability to self-regulate. A student on the 
‘Learning for Life’ pathway may respond to written words or the use of visual timers to signify 
how long they have to complete a learning task and to provide a visual reminder of learning 
expectations or approaches they could use. Visual cues are used frequently when supporting 
students to transition successfully around the school, including when moving from one area or 
activity to the next.   
 
  

3)      Workstations and TEACCH   
As detailed above, aspects of TEACCH are used within all of our classrooms. Our expectation is 
that all of our  students with autism should have access to an identified workstation that is 
clear, organised and forms part of a focused learning environment with minimal distractions. 
Student workstations are personalised where possible, however may be shared in some 



circumstances to reflect the needs of each class group and the needs of individual learners. 
They are designed as workspaces where students can develop their independence with the 
support of structure, routine, visual cues and following the principals of Structured TEACCHing, 
including following a working order of left to right. Our workstations have a ‘Work’ box on the 
left side and a ‘Finished’ box on the right side to reinforce this system. To reflect individual 
needs, teachers at Fosse Way will differentiate TEACCH style work tasks for each student, from 
short, focused matching activities lasting 2 minutes at a time, to longer, more complex work 
tasks or projects lasting for a significantly longer period of time. Whatever the task, teachers at 
Fosse Way acknowledge the focus of developing independence and the importance of learning 
to complete a task from start to finish without adult support. This also encourages our students 
to take responsibility for their own learning.  

  
4)      Use of Now/Next  

Use of ‘Now/Next’ and similar approaches such as ‘Now/Next/Then’ and ‘First/Then’ are 
implemented within the majority of our classrooms at Fosse Way to support students in 
learning what to expect in familiar and unfamiliar situations, alongside reducing their anxiety by 
developing an understanding of what will happen next within a sequence of events. The 
‘Now/Next’ approach is usually represented verbally and visually, for example through writing 
on a whiteboard or having ready-made symbols to choose from on a ‘Now/Next’ board, 
however may be presented verbally through consistent and repetitive use of language for some 
students. At Fosse Way, our ‘Now/Next’ boards are arranged in a left to right format, usually 
with two activities presented at a time. This supports our students to understand that events 
and activities happen sequentially, not in isolation.    

  
5)      Use of Motivators and Rewards  

 
At Fosse Way, we use a positive reinforcement approach with our students to help them to feel 
safe and supported, alongside providing regular motivation to practice and develop their skills. 
All teachers implement systems that provide opportunities for positive praise such as reward 
systems, behaviour charts and token boards. These are often on a class/team basis, however 
are often provided to support individual students who require a more personalised approach 
and an individual reward system. Rewards may include access to motivating items and/or 
activities either regularly throughout the day or on a longer term basis if appropriate. A student 
on the ‘Exploring Independence and Learning’ pathway may require opportunities for learning 
to be delivered over a short amount of time, with high levels of support and immediate access 
to a motivating item or activity following engagement. A student on the ‘Living and Learning’ 
pathway may require a personalised reward system that acknowledges their attempts to follow 
the rules and expectations of their class group and results in access to a ‘Choosing time’ or free 
play activity. A student on the ‘Learning for Life’ pathway may participate in a group reward 
system that encourages teamwork and provides opportunities to work towards a shared goal. 
We also acknowledge that reward systems may provide additional support for students at 
home, therefore can be designed and implemented in collaboration with parents and carers. At 
Fosse Way, we ensure we are celebrating our students’ achievements and acknowledging small 
steps taken to develop their independence and attitude to learning.   
 
   

6)      Social Scripts  
 
Social scripts are used to prepare students at Fosse Way for specific situations, events and 
activities and support our students to understand what to expect in a situation and why. They 



are based on Carol Gray’s Social Stories™ and take into account the learning styles of our  
students with autism. We use social scripts in the majority of classrooms at Fosse Way and our 
teaching teams share resources across the school to develop a supportive approach for key 
events and potential causes of stress or anxiety such as transitions, preparation for off-site 
visits and what to do when the fire alarm goes off. Social scripts are particularly important if a 
student requires support to cope with changes to their routine and unexpected or distressing 
events such as the absence of a key person or changes to personal circumstances/experiences. 
At Fosse Way, we ensure that all new members of staff receive Social Scripts training led by the 
Specialist Autism Support Service as part of their induction process when joining the school, 
therefore acknowledge the importance of providing these strategies as early as possible and 
the positive impact this can have on our students’ ability to respond to planned and unplanned 
changes.   
 
  

7)      Special Interests  
 
Many students at Fosse Way have a range of special interests which are personal to them, 
which can often be highly focused and can help many of our students with autism to bring a 
familiar sense of order and routine to their everyday lives. We provide opportunities within all 
learning pathways to include these special interests in lesson planning and activities, which also 
promote engagement and increase motivation. This often then also results in a more positive 
attitude towards learning. We are aware that using special interests can be a way to 
acknowledge individual pupils’ strengths and reduce stress, whilst also giving them 
opportunities to communicate further with their peers and share their own experiences.  
 
  

8)      Safe Spaces  
 
At Fosse Way, we recognise that many of our students may feel anxious or overwhelmed at 
times and therefore ensure that all pupils have access to a safe space whenever they need it. 
Our safe spaces across the school range from identified areas in the classroom such as quiet 
areas, tents or sensory dens, to having access to a quiet room when needed throughout the 
day. At Fosse Way we recognise that the learning environment can at times be overwhelming, 
therefore all students have access to alternative spaces and low arousal environments where 
they can go to meet their own sensory needs and be supported to self-regulate by key adults.   
 
 
  

9)      Anxiety Management  
 
Many students at Fosse Way experience anxiety on a regular basis, including our  students with 
autism within all learning pathways. Therefore, all teachers aim to develop strategies to reduce 
anxiety using a range of programmes and resources. A student on the ‘Exploring Independence 
and Learning’ pathway may have access to visual resources they can quickly access to express 
their wants and needs, for example through a PECS book or talking board. Once they have been 
supported to express this need, they will then be supported to reduce their anxiety using a 
range of strategies personal to them, including ensuring their sensory needs are met. A student 
on the ‘Living and Learning’ pathway may use the Incredible Five Point Scale to explore how 
they can communicate their feelings and how these relate to self-regulatory strategies and 
calming techniques. A student on the ‘Learning for Life’ pathway may use the Zones of 
Regulation to develop their awareness and understanding of their own feelings and build skills 
in emotional and sensory regulation. At Fosse Way we also ensure we provide opportunities for 



students to talk about their worries and concerns and may identify key adults for this purpose 
within each pathway.   
 
  

10)   Classroom   
At Fosse Way, we aim for all classroom environments to be autism-friendly to ensure that all 
students across the school have access to a low arousal, organised learning environment with 
minimal distractions, incorporating the five basic principles of TEACCH.  We recognise that even 
the smallest changes to the learning environment can have a significant impact on students’ 
ability to learn effectively, which includes developing an awareness of each student’s sensory 
profile. Teachers within each pathway are encouraged to complete a Sensory Audit from the 
AET: Autism Education Trust to ensure that all learning areas are enabling participation for 
autistic pupils which, in turn, contributes to a more positive learning environment for all 
students.  
 

Personalised curriculum approaches also include: 

- Forest School 
- Horse Riding 
- Hydro therapy 
- Play therapy 
- Maths and English intervention groups 
- Accelerated reader 
- Phonics interventions 
- Music therapy 
- Music lessons 
- School Orchestra 
- After school clubs 
- Lunch time clubs 

 
 

Differentiation for Personalised Learning 

The aims of differentiation for personalised learning are: 

1. To ensure that tasks are matched to the capabilities of the individual child 
2. To ensure that there is continuity and progression for the individual child 
3. To meet the children’s needs through differing teaching and learning styles, tasks, pupil 

outcomes and responses 

These will be achieved by: 

• Schemes of work reflecting the different needs of individual pupils and groups 
• Learning objectives being made explicit to pupils 
• The setting of short, medium and long term targets 
• Using the most appropriate teaching and learning style for the task 
• Adapting resources to enable the children to achieve 
• Challenging pupils sufficiently in order for them to reach their potential 

 



Impact (assessment) and future pathways 
 

Destinations  
 
Project Search destinations  
 
Fosse Way School and in particular our Project Search have an incredible success rate of getting young 
people in to paid employment. DFN Project Search as a whole has a 60% success rate of young people 
leaving the programme with full time paid employment.  
 
Project Search run by Fosse Way School in conjunction with the Royal United Hospital has a 73% 
success rate of young people gaining paid employment. Nationally young people with SEN and autism 
have a 15% chance of gaining paid employment on leaving school.  
 
In 2017 our young people went on to gain jobs in: 
 
Patient Support Assistant: 5 students 
Catering Assistant: 2 students 
Laboratory Technician: 1 student 
Medical Equipment Technician: 1 student 
Hospital Porter: 1 student 
Apprentice Facilities Worker: 1 student 
 
 
Student Case Studies 
 
Student A spent three years in Post-16, where his academic, social and work-based skills were 
developed year on year. This prepared him well for moving on to Project Search, where he was able to 
complete a variety of work placements whilst continuing to build on his maths and English skills. His 
independent working skills were developed with the support of job coaching, and by the end of his year 
at Project Search he had secured a job as a full-time Technical Porter in the RUH. 

 
Student B had complex needs, and at Fosse Way School followed a curriculum which allowed him to 
develop his independent living skills, opening up the potential for being less reliant on the support of 
others in his future living arrangements. The development of these skills was further reinforced by his 
placement in our Fosse Way House residence. He is now thriving in a specialist residential setting where 
he is able to continue progressing his independence in adult life, whilst accessing a variety of enriching 
activities during the day. 
 
Student C was keen to move on to college after Post-16, but felt nervous about being on a busy college 
campus amongst high numbers of other students. During her last three years at Fosse Way her social 
confidence was developed, which prepared her well for her transition to Bath College. She then 
completed a course in Bath College's specialist SEN department, which allowed her to further progress 
in her academic, social and independence skills whilst becoming accustomed to the college 
environment - this then gave her confidence in progressing on to a Level 1 course in the main college, 
with much bigger groups and less support.  
 
Student D felt, during his first year of Post-16, that he didn’t want to follow a path to further education. 



The idea of college didn’t appeal to him, but he wanted a job. His timetable was personalised to include 
an increased amount of work experience in local businesses, and later on in the academic year he was 
supported to apply for a job in a local supermarket. He got this job, and began doing part-time hours on 
the weekend. This was a challenge alongside school, but he was supported by staff in how to ‘juggle’ his 
work/school life, and in how to deal with challenges at work - time management, keeping uniform 
clean, dealing with tricky scenarios with customers and managers. Towards the end of his year in Post-
16 his school timetable was reduced, enabling him to take on additional hours in his job and supporting 
him in the aim of transitioning fully from education to work. He ended up leaving our school roll with a 
22.5 hour per week contract at the supermarket, the start of a very successful working career. 

 
Qualifications 

The qualifications we deliver at Fosse Way are adapted to the cohorts of students within the school. To 
see current qualifications on offer please visit our website.  

Pathway qualifications 
Exploring independence and learning 
Secondary 
Equals qualifications 
Entry level qualifications 
 
Post 16 
Equals qualifications 
Entry level qualifications 
 

Secondary 
EQUALS qualifications. 
Practical and evidence-based qualification 
which builds skills for independence and in 
preparation for next steps. 
Creative Skills 
Work Skills  
Life Skills  
Entry Level Qualifications in English and Maths 
where appropriate. 
 
Post 16 
Including but not limited to: 
AQA Unit award scheme awards in areas 
meeting the Preparing for Adulthood 
Framework 
AQA unit awards in maths 
AQA unit awards in English 

Living and learning 
Secondary 
Entry level qualifications 
BTEC 
GCSE 
Awards 
Other courses / experiences (not quals) 
 
 
Post 16 
Entry level qualifications 
 

Secondary 
Students in this pathway have access to a wide 
range of qualifications (see Learning for Life). 
This way a bespoke combination of 
qualifications and other learning that provides 
challenge and preparation for adulthood can be 
devised. 
 
Post 16 
Including but not limited to: 



AQA Unit award scheme awards in areas 
meeting the Preparing for Adulthood 
Framework 
Functional skills English 
Functional skills maths 

Learning for life 
Secondary 
Entry level qualifications 
BTEC 
GCSE 
Awards 
Other courses / experiences (not quals)  
 
Post 16 
Entry level qualifications 
GCSE qualifications 
 

Secondary 
ELQs 
English and Maths 
ICT 
History/ Geography (Humanities option) 
 
BTECs 
Hair and Beauty  
Hospitality  
Land Based Skills  
Humanities 
Creative Media 
Science 
Learning for Life 
Cooking skills 
 
GCSE 
Art 
English 
Maths 
 
Awards 
Performing Arts 
Design Technology 
Duke of Edinburgh (bronze) 
Beliefs and Values 
 
Other 
Sport for fun 
 
Post 16 
Including but not limited to:  
AQA Unit award scheme awards in areas 
meeting the Preparing for Adulthood 
Framework 
Functional skills English 
Functional skills maths 
GCSE Maths 
GCSE English 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver  
Level 1 Work preparation 
Level 2 Food hygiene certificate  
Internet Safety 



Awareness of Social Media and Online Safety 
Understanding HTML and Coding 
Sports Leaders 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

How do we know if what we are doing is working? We use a mixture of: 

• Deep dives 
• Learning walks 
• Comparison of SAT results 
• Staff Development meetings between the senior leadership and the subject co-ordinator 
• Subject moderation 
• Use of pupil data from Bsquared and Show Progress 
• Destination data – looking at 3 year outcomes  
• Governor monitoring against our SIP? 
• Cluster moderation with other Trust Schools? 
• Books scrutinise  

 

Individual subject leaders have a major role in monitoring and evaluating the curriculum. This is 
achieved through for example: 

• Work sampling 
• Learning walks 
• Pupil questionnaires 
• Training audits 

Each subject leader completes an annual subject improvement plan from which a three year 
development plan is created, with a budget bid to support the proposed developments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment 
We understand the need to assess our students to track their progress through school. This helps us 
know if students are working at an expected level for their pathway or above or below this level. This 
then influences the support we put in place for the individual. 

We use two assessment tools at Fosse Way, Show Progress and Bsquared.  

Show Progress 
Show Progress is a platform where we create individual learning journals. It is a fully customisable 
programme where teachers can set individual, personalised targets for students. After targets have 
been set, teachers gather evidence towards each target, this can include photographic or written 
evidence.   

At Fosse Way, we use Show Progress to track individual development in the following areas: 

Communication and 
interaction 

Social understanding and 
relationships 

Sensory processing 

Interests, routines and 
processing 

Emotional understanding and 
self-awareness 

Learning and engagement 

Healthy living Independence and community 
participation 

Careers education 

Work experience EHCP targets Care plan 
Speech and Language Reading interventions Music therapy 

 

We measure progress using the descriptors in the table below. We use the term generalised to show 
that a student has mastered a skill, recognising the importance of mastering a skill and being able to 
use it in all contexts.  

Not yet developed Unable to complete the task without full support 
Developing Able to complete a skill on occasion or with some support 
Established Able to complete a skill independently or with minimal support in at least 

one context 
Generalised Able to complete a skill independently in many contexts 

 

Bsquared 
We use three packages from Bsquared to assess formal subjects. These are; 

The Engagement Steps Framework 
We measure the progress of some of our students on the Exploring Independence and Learning 
pathway through the use of the Engagement Steps framework. This framework, designed by Bsquared, 
was designed in response to the Rochford Review as an assessment tool for those students who are not 
yet engaged in subject-specific learning. It covers the areas of learning outlined in EHCPs, these are; 
communication and interaction, physical and sensory, cognition and learning and finally social 
emotional & mental health.  

The Framework recognises that our students learn by exploring both depth and breadth of learning. 
Students can develop across multiple steps simultaneously.  

The Progression Steps Framework 
We use the Progression Steps framework to measure the progress of the majority of students in Key 
stages 1-4 in their academic subjects. The framework allows us to breakdown the subjects within the 



National Curriculum and measure the progress that our students make in different areas. As with the 
Engagement Steps framework we can measure the breadth and depth of learning. The data taken from 
this enables us to see if students are on track with their learning and where extra support may be 
required.  

The Steps for Life Framework 
This Framework is how we measure the progress being made by our post 16 students. We can track 
academic progress in areas such as maths and English, but the main focus here is on the skills required 
for preparation to adulthood.  

This chart below (full link can be found here) shows how the steps we use compare to other tracking 
systems.  

Assessment within Pathways 
As a special school we understand that each student’s journey is unique and therefore hard to compare 
to others within the school and nationally. We therefore monitor student’s personal journeys through 
the school. We do also monitor against national data and against other local special schools with similar 
cohorts. We have created a progress map for the academic subjects for each pathway. 

https://www.bsquared.co.uk/downloads/B%20Squared%20Framework%20Comparison%20-%202021.pdf


Early Years Curriculum and Assessment 
Early Years Curriculum  
Early Steps Assessment 0-11 8-20 16-26 22-36 30-50 40-60 ELG Exc. ELG 
         

 

Primary Curriculum and Assessment 
Mapping on from 
Early Steps 
Assessment 
(months 

0-11 8-20 16-26 22-36 30-50 40-60 ELG Exc. ELG    

Exploring 
Independence 
and Learning 
Pathway  
E= Engagement 
steps 

E1 E2 E3 E4 
 

E5 E6        

 Progression 
Step 1 
(Pre key stage 
standard1) 

Progression 
Step 2 
(Pre key stage 
standard 2) 

      

Living and 
Learning 
Pathway  

  E3 E4 E5 
 

E6        

     Progression 
Step 1 
(Pre key stage 
standard1) 

Progression 
Step 2 
(Pre key stage 
standard 2) 

Progression 
Step 3 
(pkss3) 

Progression 
Step 4 
(pkss4) 

Progression 
Step 5 
(pkss5) 

  

Learning for Life 
Pathway  

     Progression 
Step 1 
(Pre key stage 
standard1) 

Progression 
Step 2 
(Pre key stage 
standard 2) 

Progression 
Step 3 
(pkss3) 

Progression 
Step 4 
(pkss4) 

Progression 
Step 5 
(pkss5) 

Progression 
Step 6 
(pkss6) 

Progression 
Step 7 

 

 

 

 



Secondary Curriculum and Assessment 
Mapping on 
from Early 
Steps 
Assessment 
(months 

0-
11 

8-20 16-26 22-
36 

30-
50 

40-60 ELG Exc. ELG  

Exploring 
Independence 
and Learning 
Pathway  
 

 ES 5 ES6      
  Progression 

Step 1 
Progression 
step 2 

Progression 
step 3 

Progression 
step 4 

Progression 
step 5 

      

Living and 
Learning 
Pathway 

   Progression 
step 2 

Progression 
step 3 

Progression 
step 4 

Progression 
step 5 
 

Progression 
step 6 

Progression 
step 7 

    

Learning for 
Life Pathway 

    Progression 
step 3 

Progression 
step 4 

Progression 
step 5 
 

Progression 
step 6 

Progression 
step 7 

Prog 8 Prog 
9 

Prog 
10 

 

Accreditation 
 

     Entry 1 Entry 2 Entry 3 Level 
1 

Level 2/ 
GCSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Post- 16 Curriculum and Assessment 
Exploring 
Independence 
and Learning 
Pathway  
 

 ES 5 ES6      
  Progression 

Step 1 
Progression 
step 2 

Progression 
step 3 

Progression 
step 4 

Progression 
step 5 

      

Living and 
Learning 
Pathway 

   Progression 
step 2 

Progression 
step 3 

Progression 
step 4 

Progression 
step 5 
 

Progression 
step 6 

Progression 
step 7 

    

Learning for 
Life Pathway 

    Progression 
step 3 

Progression 
step 4 

Progression 
step 5 
 

Progression 
step 6 

Progression 
step 7 

Prog 8 Prog 
9 

Prog 
10 

 

Accreditation 
and Steps for 
Life 
programme 
 

     Entry 1 Entry 2 Entry 3 Level 
1 

Level 2/ 
GCSE 

A 
level 

 

 



 

 

 

Equal Opportunities 

The achievement of all students is highly valued. 

All pupils have an entitlement to the National Curriculum offering a broad and balanced curriculum 
at a level appropriate to their attainment. 
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