FOSSE WAY SCHOOL
Newsletter for Term 4 April 8th 2022

DEAR PARENTS, CARERS & STAFF
Written by Fiona Flinn, Headteacher
This term we have definitely noticed the difference with the lifting of
covid restrictions as classes are able to go out more and make
increasing amounts of educational visits. Post 16 in particular have
embraced getting back to be able to do their Independent travel and
work skills curriculum as you will see from the articles in this newsletter.
We even have a pop up charity shop they are running with the British
Heart Foundation in reception on a Thursday 1.30pm-2.30pm with lots
of bargains to be had if you want to drop in.
There have been a lot of college and transitional visits focused on
making our pupils next steps towards adulthood successful.
We are also delighted to be able to have more direct contact with
parents again and have them in to school for meetings and also to
celebrate their children's work. We are excited to have our first face to
face award assembly in two years that we can invite parents to attend
and we're sure it will be even more meaningful to the students with their
family there to see their achievements recognised.
We are sad to see one of our longest serving teachers, Jill Harris, leave
Fosse Way to start an exciting opportunity with the NHS. She has been
here for 15 years and has an amazing wealth of experience and
expertise and we will miss her incredibly. We wish her all the best and
know she will contribute valuable expertise to the NHS and welcome
Frankie Gunning who will teach our Reception class in her stead.
Looking forward, next term will see the start of formal exams for our
year 11's and Post 16. It is worth mentioning that the national exams are
only a part of the qualifications that they are working on as a lot of our
offer is done via coursework and portfolios and practical evidence. Our
young people will all be working very hard even if they are not part of
one of these exams and I am sure they will appreciate your support. The
school will be making every effort to support them in showing the
amazing work we know they can do.
Finally, it has been a long term and I really hope that all of our school
community has the opportunity for a relaxing and refreshing break.. We
look forward to seeing you back at school on the 25th April.
Fiona Flinn
Headteacher

INSET DAYS

NO INSET DAYS IN
TERM 4
Back to School 25th April 2022
May 2nd Bank Holiday Monday
9th May 4MP Cooking exam
11th & 12th May Duke of
Edinburgh Expedition
11th May 4SD Cooking exam
18th May 9am GCSE English
exam Paper 1
20th May 9am GCSE Maths
Exam Paper 1
End of Term 27th May 2022

5KW NEWS
5KW WORK EXPERIENCE
This term 5KW have been doing a lot of
work experience! We have had most of the
class out on work experience placements
every Tuesday. We have had students with
placements in:
Primary (TA WEX placement)
British Heart Foundation
The Radio Station
Long Fellows Café
The Recycling Team
Ground Force Team
The students have been working really
hard in WEX, turning up on time, working
for the whole allocated time and being
professional.

READ MORE

5KW have also been working hard with
independent travel, every Wednesday
afternoon during Personal Development.
We have had our independent travellers
catching the public bus down into
Midsomer Norton, spending some time
down in the high street and then getting
the public bus back up to school. They
have all grown in confidence and have
really enjoyed doing this.

Enterprise this term has gone really well,
5KW have worked as a team to sell plants,
Easter Raffle tickets and stock in the café
and they have had fun doing it!

Overall this term has been a great success
and we look forward to Term 5!
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5EJ INDEPENDENT TRAVEL

Message from Jill
After 15 fantastic years, I am leaving Fosse
Way to start a new adventure with the NHS. I
just wanted to take this opportunity to say a
huge thank you to the wonderful children
and parents that I have been lucky enough
to work with during this time. You have all
been inspirational to me and I feel honoured
to have worked with you.

A lot of lesson time this term has been taken up with
developing the independent living skills of the students
in 5EJ.
We have continued with our independent travel by
train work, supported by Rob the Accessibility Mentor

Thank you also to the amazing staff I have
had the pleasure of working with. Fosse Way
is truly a special place that really does
change lives and I proud to have been a
part of it. I will stay in contact and hope to
see you all again very soon.

from GWR.
We have visited 4 of our most local train stations –
Frome, Bradford on Avon, Bath and Westbury.
Rob supported on our return journey’s, from Bradford
on Avon to Bath and also from Bradford on Avon to
Westbury.
For all of the tutees the train journeys were a real high
light of the sixth form curriculum so far this year.
This experience has also helped to de-sensitise the
students to the sensory overload often associated with
trains and train stations as well as teaching them
about the health and safety aspect of safe train travel
as well the expected behaviours of people on trains
and at train stations.

RADIO SHOW

Just in case you missed Fosse Way School
(Post 16 students) - their first programme
aired on Somer Valley FM this term. Here is
the link if you would like to circulate it
https://player.autopod.xyz/146917

1AA NEWS
In our learning this term, we have had lots of
fun learning about “Pushes and Pulls”. We have
really enjoyed doing lots of hands on, practical
Science which has helped the children develop
their concept of how speed and distance can be
effected by big and little pushes and pulls. We
have been practicing talking about our findings
by rehearsing a stem sentence “The harder the
push, the further the pom pom goes” and using
what we discovered to change this to help fit
our findings. In RE, we have learnt about Rules
and one of our very brave pupils is currently in
negotiation with Fiona to try and bring a “Break
the Rules” day. ( I think Fiona is a little anxious
about this, but I will keep you posted on the
outcome). Our work in DT has been based
around our brilliant book “The Tin Forest”, the
children produced an amazing class piece of
work that shows the contrast between beginning
a n d t hREAD
e e n dMORE
of the story. We also really enjoyed
writing letters to the main character to find out
things about his life. The children came up with
so many questions – it was incredible and Sam
and I were so thrilled with how carefully they
thought about what his life must have been like.
We have also done some lovely Spring artwork,
made Easter baskets and practiced drawing
pictures using squares, triangles, rectangles
and circles. The children have had a ball in
Nova Sport Sessions. We have loved how they
have been so brave at trying new things and
even got very wet in one session as they
practiced using swimming googles to look
underwater. Sam and I hope you have a lovely
Easter break, rest up, take care and we look
forward to seeing our chickens after the
holidays.
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2DK NEWS
This Term 2DK has been exploring different
shapes and their properties. Learning all abouts
sides, corners and symmetry. We have been using
the skills in ICT too, to create pictures using
shapes
This Term 2DK have been really enjoying our
music sessions with Rachel. We have been
learning all about different sounds and practicing
singing and body percussion.
In Science we have been learning how force works
and the effect it has on different materials.
In Science we have been learning how force works
and the effect it has on different materials.
We had a fantastic day for World Book Day, and
loved taking part in the sensory story.

5EJ SHOPPING CHALLENGE
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The students in 5EJ have really risen to the
Student Shopping Challenge which has been set
each week this term. The students come to
school each Monday with a personalised
shopping list generated by them with the support
of their parents, money, a purse/wallet and a
shopping bag. We have then visited Sainsbury’s,
ASDA and Tesco several times over the course of
the Spring terms for them to practise doing their
shopping as independently as possible. This
includes reading their own shopping lists, locating
the objects in store, collecting the items in a
basket, queueing at the checkout, paying,
bagging up their own shopping, waiting for the
receipt and the change and carrying their
shopping back to school.
They have all grown considerably in confidence
and ability in this area.

4EP NEWS
This term 4EP have been cooking
dishes from around the world, such
as stir fry and spicy chicken and
cous cous. We have really
developed our skills and grown in
confidence.

We have also been to Radstock
Museum, walking there and back in
the beautiful Spring weather. We
also went to The Holburne Museum
in the last week of term.

We have also been lucky enough to
have some forest school sessions
with John, too.

2JK NEWS
Exploring Forces
This term we have loved exploring our topic of
Forces in all areas of the curriculum.

In geography, the children learnt compass skills
and plotted their own maps for their friends to
find some treasure. In science, we explored
different types of forces, from magnetism to
thrust in aircraft, whilst in art we had fun
designing, creating and evaluating our own
magnetic games. It was wonderful to see how
excited the children were, testing out each other's
games.

The weather was also kind to us with Forest
School, where the class used team building skills
to create dens, as well as whittling wands out of
sticks.

The highlight of the term was a trip to the
Aerospace Museum. There were lots of 'Wow!'
moments from the children and they particularly
loved stepping inside Concorde.

Throughout the term, everyone has worked so
hard. We hope you all have a lovely Easter break
and look forward to seeing the children again next
term.

EXAMS OFFICE
As you can see from the dates on the front of the
newsletter, GCSE Exams begin next term. Our year
11's and Post 16 students will be completing any nonexam assessments and preparing for the actual exams
so it is very important that they attend as much as
physically possible. Please bear this in mind when
making appointments for them. Exams are taking
place as they did before the pandemic and we are
making every effort to prepare them for the
challenge. If you have any questions about the exam
process, or their access arrangements please either
send a message to their teacher or contact Vicky
Orman in the Office.

5TL NEWS
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We've had a lovely term in 5TL. We have been enjoying our Friday Attention Autism
sessions which have always made us smile. On a Friday we also enjoy Makaton,
Mindfulness and Bingo before we spend the afternoon in options. We have done some
great work on the Lion King creating a collage of animals and our own song that is a
fusion of all our favourite parts of the original soundtrack. We are learning to play
badminton and have been doing some dancing to improve our fitness. We are beginning
to look at transition to college and have started visiting our future placements.

Some of the students from 4MP
curated an exhibition as part of
their Learning for Life
‘International Challenge’. They
worked hard to plan and create
their own powerpoints and a video
with information about the
Champions League, and the teams
and players involved in the
competition.
They invited staff and students,
and set up Meeting Room One,
where everyone could see the
displays and the video
presentation. They got great
feedback from those who
attended.
Well done everyone!

4MP NEWS
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MEET YOUR CHAIR
OF GOVERNORS
Reasons for becoming a Governor
I am retired and feel it is important
to volunteer and ‘give something
back’. This is a role where I can use
my years of experience as I have an
understanding of the complexities
of a school.

Who am I?
My name is Nick Glass
and I joined the
Governing Body in
2016

Professional Background
I spent my whole career working in
the public education sector. I worked
as a teacher in mainstream
secondary schools teaching Science,
Biology and Psychology. I became a
senior leader, including headship,
and then worked for Wiltshire Local
Authority as an Education Advisor.

Governor responsibilities
Chair of Governors
Named Governor for Safeguarding
Member of the Quality of Education
Committee with a special interest in
KS3 and KS4.
Governing Body link to the Trust.

Links to the school
I live locally and was
asked by a previous
Governor to join the
Governing body

My Hobbies and interests
I sing in a small choir in Bath, The Handful.
I am a longstanding season ticket holder at Bath
Rugby having coached and refereed my son’s year
group until they were 13.
I sail at Chew Valley Lake where I have a dinghy and
race a Merlin Rocket when I can with a friend in
Poole Harbour.
My retirement challenge is to walk the South West
Coast Path. So far, I have done 411 of the 643
miles.
I have a springer spaniel and he and I are walking
the Mendip Ring and the Imber Perimeter
Path….with other long distance paths planned!
I really like spending time with my grandchildren
aged 4 and 2.

4EJ News
This has been a relatively short school term, but 5EJ
have not let the grass grow under our feet -we have
been busy, busy, busy!!

Independent living skills College Transition Visits
In our independent living skills sessions
in the Sixth Form training flat, we have
been focusing on developing skills in 2
main areas and these are: stripping a bed
of its dirty bedding and remaking it with
fresh bedding and the other area of focus
has been that of making a selection of hot
drinks.
The students have used tick charts for
these activities which have helped to
guide them and ensure that they follow
the sequential steps within the tasks,
making sure that they happen properly, in
the given order

We have enjoyed 2 transition visits this term to Bath
College – one to Somer Valley Campus, based in
Radstock and one to Bath City Centre. These two
settings provide the ‘local offer’ for the majority of
5EJ.
Whilst at Somer Valley Campus we were given a tour of
the site by a previous FWS student – Josh Church. He
did a great job of showing us around and was very
assertive with 5EJ.
We looked around the Wellow Building which
accommodates the SEND provision. As well as the
classrooms and the dome this included visits to the 2
sensory rooms, the kitchen area and the college
training flat used by students to promote independent
living skills.
We also visited the college café.
We had a really useful visit to the City Centre site
because we accessed the LILS classrooms and were
actually taught in a classroom situation by one of the
lecturers. So, the students got to experience the reality
of college life.
We also had a chance to catch up with old friends and
past FWS students – Jiuma, Josh and Jamie. They
joined us for our college lunch.
Both of these visits have been invaluable to 5EJ
students as they have served to inform the students
about local offer provision that is out there and enable
the students to start to form their own opinions about
next steps.
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4JL NEWS
In Food Tech this term we have been learning
about and exploring a range of dips: salsa,
guacamole, tzatziki, hummus, cheese and garlic.
This was a great opportunity for us to learn how
to prepare an extended variety of ingredients,
some less familiar such as avocado and garlic.
We used a range of catering equipment to
develop our coordination and fine motor skills: a
garlic press, pepper mill, cheese grater and
developed our chopping skills.
A highlight during our lessons has been the new
vocabulary and Makaton signs we have been
learning.
Some of our young people were so enthused by
the experiences with our new recipes that they
identified they would like to make these dips at
home.
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UPCOMING PARENTS TRAINING
DATES:
11.05.22 - CYGNET SIBLINGS
(CORE CYGNET TO BE
COMPLETED FIRST) - 9:30-15:00
12.05.22 - SENSORY PROCESSING
AND STRATEGIES FOR REAL LIFE 9:30-12:00
19.05.22 - UNDERSTANDING
AUTISTIC GIRLS 9:30-12:00
TO BOOK PLEASE EMAIL
TRAINING@THEPARTNERSHIPTRUST. COM

WORLD BOOK DAY
Inspiring Literacy and making books fun!
On Thursday 3rd March, Fosse Way School welcomed two incredible visitors as part of
their World Book Day celebrations.
Laura Dunne, Talks for Talking (who can also be found selling her fabulous creations at
Frome Independent Marking) worked with some primary and secondary classes, providing
a great sensory experience.
Pridie Tiernann, The Wild of the Words, worked with KS3 and KS4 students in the woods,
telling a fold tale around the camp fire accompanied by story inspired crafts.
As well as these sessions, students enjoyed a range of in class activities, sensory story
sessions with Ali in the library and a Where’s Wally Hunt around the school.
There were competitions, too.
Best dressed in KS3 went to:
• Reuben- 3LS
• Tilly in 3AC
Best dressed in KS4 went to:
• Josh- 4EP
Best dressed classes over all went to:
• 3NS and 4EP
We also had some staff who went above and beyond!
Thanks all for taking part and for supporting the love of reading which is very much a
part of Fosse Way School.
Many thanks to Wells Literature Festival who generously provided some funding for the
day.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Post 16 Food Tech
During food tech sessions
this term, the focus has
been on the safe use of an
oven in terms of health and
safety as well as following
the correct oven use
procedures.
Whilst working on the
developing their skills and
confidence around safe oven
use the students have
enjoyed baking a selection
of culinary delights.

LONGFELLOW'S
CLOSED FROM
21ST -25TH
FEBRUARY
SEE YOU ON THE 28TH
FEBRUARY!

EXPLORERS ORCHESTRA
The Explorers Orchestra have been continuing to
explore a range of musical concepts this term and
are growing in confidence every week. We have
been exploring listening activities and playing
games such as ‘pass the sound’, which has
included listening to and playing the ukulele. We
have also been learning to play Pachelbel’s Canon,
which we will continue with next term – We’re not
quite ready to stop yet as we are really enjoying
learning to follow coloured scores and create our
own musical patterns! We enjoyed exploring some
Easter rhythms in our final week, including body
percussion. This was an exciting new experience
and something we look forward to trying again!

Thank you to everyone that
donated, bought cakes and wore
home clothes today in support of
UNICEF's Emergency Ukraine
Appeal.
We are so grateful for your
immense generosity!
We have raised an incredible:
£527.61 for UNICEF's Emergency
Ukraine Appeal
Thank you to everyone that helped
to set up the cake sale and then to
sell the cakes. You all did an
amazing job!
This amazing amount money will go
to help provide clean water, food,
shelter and medical supplies for the
children and families affected by
the conflict in Ukraine.

SIGNPOSTING SERVICES
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